
ARCHIE LEROY (ROY L.) PRYER 

 

Family Bible of John F. Pryer & Sarah (Wilkinson) Pryer 

 Archie Leroy Pryer was borne July 17th 1881 

 Roy Pryer and Myrtle Harden were married March 5, 1905 

 

Bible Record of Roy and Myrtle Pryer 

     Births: 

     Myrtle Odesa Harden, daughter of Levi and Margret Harden was born October the 16 year 1883. 

 Roy L. Pryer, b. July 17, 1881/79 

 Myrtle Odessa Harden, b. Oct. 16, 1883 

     Children of Roy & Myrtle: 

 Clyde Ray Pryer, b. 13 Feb. 1906 at 1:20 Tues. morning. 

 Chester Leroy Pryer, b. 17 Sept. 1910 at 5:45 Sat. Evening 

 Earl Thornton Pryer, b. 3 May 1908 at 5:45 Sunday Morning 

 Ora Eugene Pryer, b. 17 Feb. 1913 at 6:30 Monday Evening 

 Fredrick Clair Pryer, b. 22 Feb. 1915 at 2:45 Monday Morn. 

 Mildred Marie Pryer, b. 5 June 1917 at 1:00 a.m. Tuesday 

 Marvin Lowell Pryer, b. 25 Feb. 1920 at 4:00 a.m. Wed. 

 Harold John Pryer, b. 15 Feb. 1924 at 11:45 Friday night 

     Grandchildren of Roy & Myrtle Pryer: 

 Wilford Earl Pryer b. 15 Jan. 1934 

 Wilbur Gene Pryer b. 24 April 1936 

 Marcella Mae Pryer b. 10 March 1934 

 Ray Eugene Pryer b. 2 Sept. 1936 

 Roger Lee Pryer b. 15 Nov. 1939 

 Novella Mae Pryer b. 12 Feb. 1940 

 Betty Jean Pryer b. 20 Aug. 1941 

     Marriages: 

 Roy Pryer & Myrtle Harden     m. 5 March 1905 

 Earl Pryer & Mearl Call m. 15 March 1933 

 Chester Pryer & Merle Melton  m. 27 May 1933 

 Ora Pryer & Edith Melton m. 26 Jan. 1935 

 Fredrick Pryer & Bernita Magers, m. 22 Feb. 1936 

 

Spokane Cemetery Tombstone Inscriptions, Christian Co., Missouri 

 Pryer, Earl b. 3 May 1908  d. 7 July 1977 

 Pryer, Mearl b. 4 June 1913  d. 31 March 1982 

 Pryer, Myrtle b. 16 Oct. 1883  d. 4 July 1982 

 Pryer, Roy L. b. 17 July 1879  d. 17 May 1947 

 Pryer, Clyde b. 13 Feb. 1906 d. 1 April 1987 

 

IOOF Cemetery, Highlandville, Christian Co., Missouri 

 Pryer, Chester L.   b. 1910 d. 1976 

 Pryer, A. Merle     b. 1903 d. 1963 



 Pryer, Marcella Mae b. 10 March 1934  d. 30 June 1935 

 

1885 State Census, Wakarusa Twp., Douglas Co., Kansas 

     Page 94, March 1885  --  155-162 

 Pryor, John F.  45  f  farmer PA  from PA 

  Sarah J. 38  f  IL  from IA 

   Pieratt, Wm. G.    19  m  KS KS 

  Jessie  16  m  KS KS 

   Pryor, Mattie L.   12  f  KS KS 

  Chs. E.  10  m        KS     KS 

  Daisy B.   7  f  KS      KS 

  Archie L.   3  m       KS      KS 

  Letha May        1  f KS      KS 

 

1900 Census, Galloway Twp., Christian Co., Missouri 

     Page 10  --  192-192 

 Pryer, John F.   hd  w m Dec 1839  60 m28 farmer  PA PA PA  x x x  o/f 

  Sarah J.    wf  w f   Sep 1846  53 m28 8-8    IL OH IN  x x x 

  Roy  son  w m  Jul  1881  18  s  KS  PA IL   x x x 

  May  dau  w f  Nov 1883  16  s  school  KS PA IL   6 x x x 

  Grace  dau  w f  Apr  1887  13  s  school MO  PA IL  6 x x x 

 

1900 Census, Taney Co., Missouri 

     Pages 3-4 

 Call, George E.   hd  w m   Jun 1856  43 m24      Eng/Can  NY  Eng/Can 

  Melonia N.   wf  w f   Jul 1860  39 m24  5-5  Eng/Can Eng/Can Eng/Can 

  Berth D.     dau  w f   Aug 1879  20  s  ND   Eng/Can  Eng/Can 

  Call A.       dau  w f  Jan   1886  14  s   ND   Eng/Can  Eng/Can 

  George      son  w m  Dec 1888  11  s   ND   Eng/Can  Eng/Can 

  Oscar      son  w m  May 1893    7  s  ND   Eng/Can  Eng/Can 

  Victor       son  w m  Jan   1899   1  s  MO   Eng/Can  Eng/Can 

 

U.S. Register of Army Enlistments (1901) 

   Pryer, Roy L. 

 – Enlisted 13 Jul 1901 at Joplin, MO for 3 years 

 – b. in Lawrence, KS 

 – age 21y 11m 

 – Farmer 

 – brown eyes 

 – 5'11 ½" 

 – Co. D, 28th Regiment, Infantry 

 – Discharged July 12, 1904 at Presidio, CA 

 

1910 Census, S. Galloway Twp., Christian Co., Missouri  

     Page 11B  --  205-205 



 Pryer, Roy L.    hd  29  ml  5   KS PA IL farmer   r/f 

  Myrtle      wf   25  ml  5  2/2  IL IL IL 

  Clyde       son    4  s   MO  KS  IL 

  Earl     son  1 11/12   MO  KS  IL 

 

World War I Draft Registration Card 

 Name:   Pryer, Roy L. Address:   Spokane, Christian Co., Missouri 

 Age:   39   Date of Birth:   July 17, 1879 

 Race:   White   U.S. Citizen:   Natural Born 

 Occupation:   Farmer  Employer’s Name:   Self 

 Place of Employment: Spokane, Missouri  

 Nearest Relative:   Myrtle O. Pryer, Wife, of Spokane, Missouri 

 Height:   Tall  Build: Medium Color of Eyes:   Brown  

 Color of Hair:   Dark 

 

1920 Christian Co., Missouri – South Galloway Twp., ED 53, p. 3, line 54 

   46-48  Pryer, Roy L. head o/m 40  KS PA IL Farmer 

  , Myrtle O. wife  36  IA IA IA 

  , Clyde  son  14  MO KS IA 

  , Earl  son  11  MO KS IA 

  , Chester son     8  MO KS IA 

  , Ora  son     6  MO KS IA 

  , Fred  son  4 11/12  MO KS IA 

  , Mildred dau    2  MO KS IA 

 

1920 Spokane, Missouri School District Enumeration 

 Roy Pryer of Spokane 

    Children of school age: 

  Clyde  15 

  Earl  13 

  Chester 11 

  Ora    8 

  Fred    6 

 

1920 Christian Co., Missouri SX 

     N. Galloway Twp. 

 213-213 Bilyeu, Stephen L.  Family 

   , Erma  7 MO 

        NOTE: Erma married Dutch Pryer 

 

1930 Christian Co., Missouri Census – South Galloway Twp. 

     98-98  Pryer, Roy head   Owned ---- 49   md.   23 KS PA IL Farmer 

  , Myrtle    wife   46   md.   21 IL OH OH 

  , Clyde      son   24    s      MO KS IL Croper 

  , Chester    son   19    s      MO KS IL 



  , Ora       son   17      MO KS IL 

  , Fred        son   15      MO KS IL 

  , Mildred   dau.   12  MO KS IL 

  , Marvin    son   10  MO KS IL 

  , Harold     son     6  MO KS IL 

      Harden, Margerite mother  72   wd. OH OH VA 

 
1940 Christian Co., Missouri Census – South Galloway Twp., ED 20-21 

   36  O $100. –  Pryer, Earl T. head 31 md. 8    MO  Same House   30  Mill Laborer 40  $200. 

   , Mearl M. wife 26 md. H3  MO  Same House    

   , Wilford E. son   6   MO  Same House 

   , Wilbur G. son   3   MO  

 

   58  R  $0.  –   Pryer, Chester L. head 28 md.  H4 MO  Christian Co.  —   Farmer 52  $150. 

   , Merle  wife 32 md.  H2 MO  Christian Co. 

   , Marvin brother 20 s H4 MO  Christian Co. Farm Laborer —   $125. 

 

   71  O $2000.  –  Pryer, Roy L. head 60 md. 4 KS    Same House   45   Carpenter      ??   $200. 

   , Myrtle O. wife 56 md. 7 IL    Same House 

   , Clyde R. son 34 s 8 MO  Same House  45  Building Laborer  26  $260. 

   , Harold son 16 s H2 MO  Same House 

 

   79  O $750.  N   Caldwell, Manville head 33 md. C4 MO  Same House   45  Trailer Salesman  40  $3000. 

   , Ella   wife 32 md. C4 IL    Same House School Teacher   36  $1000. 

   , Dorthy  dau   7  MO 

          Pryer, Mildred —  22 s H4 MO  Christian Co.   House Keeper     40  $160. 

 

1940 Christian Co., Missouri – North Galloway Twp., ED 22-14B 

   Riverdale Road 

     18  R  $8.  yes  Pryer, Ora  head 27 md. H4 MO  Same Place    70/-   Farmer 52–  

   , Edith  wife 27 md. H1 MO  Same Place 

 

Christian Co., Missouri Deed Books 

     Book 60, Page 297 

17 July 1909 -- John F. and Sarah J. Pryer to Roy L. and Myrtle Pryor -- $100.00 -- Beginning at NW corner of NE4 of 

NW4 of Sec. 13, Twp. 25, R 22, thence south 40 rods, thence east 40 rods, thence north 40 rods, thence west 40 rods to 

the point of beginning. 

 

   Book 66, Page 263 

28 Jan. 1913 -- J. F. Pryer & Sarah J. his wife to Roy L. Pryer & Myrtle O., his wife -- $100.00 -- Beginning at SW 

corner of NE4 of NW4 thence east 40 rods, thence north 40 rods, thence west 40 rods, thence south 40 rods to 

beginning.  -- All land in Sec. 13, Twp. 25, R 22 and containing 10 acres. 

 

   Book 65, Page 161 

 This Indenture made on the 15th day of September A.D. one Thousand nine hundred and Thirteen by and 

between M. L. Dewitt & T. B. her husband; R. L. Pryer and M. O. his wife; L. M. Billingsly and R. W. her husband; E. 

G. Hilton and C. E. her husband; C. E. Pryer & M. N. his wife; D. B. Dye & A.C. her husband; W. C. Murrey, widow; 



C. A. Odell & Charles her husband; F. V. Wilkinson & G. M. her husband; E. M. Lewis & Henry her husband of 

Christian County parties of the first part and S. J. Pryer of the County of Christian in the State of Missouri party of the 

second part: 

 Witnesseth That the said parties of the first part in consideration of the sum of eight hundred dollars to be paid 

by the said parties of the second part the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, do by these presence grant, bargain 

and sell and convey and confirm unto the said party of the second part her heirs and assignes the following described 

lots, tracts or parcels of land, lying, being and situate in the County of Christian and State of Missouri to wit: 

East ½ of the north east 1/4 of the north west 1/4 of Section 13, township 25, Range 22, thence beginning at the 

northwest corner of the southeast 1/4 of the northwest 1/4 of Section 13, Township 25, Range 22, 19 ½ rods south, 

thence 68 east, thence 19 ½ rods north, thence 68 rods west to the beginning point containing 28 acres more or less. 

 This being the equal undivided Shares. 

 To have and to hold the premises of one said, with all and singular the rights, privileges, appurtenances, and 

immunities there to belonging or in anywise appertaining unto the said party of the second part, and unto her heirs and 

assignees forever the said -- hereby ??? that -- lawfully seized of an indefeasible estate in fee in the premises herein 

conveyed that they have good right to convey the same, that the said premises are free and clear of any incumbrances 

done or suffered by them or those under whom they claim and that they will warrant and defend the title to the said 

premises unto the said part of the second part and unto her heirs and assignees forever, against the lawful claims and 

demands of all persons whomsoever. 

 In witness whereof the said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands and seal the day and year first 

above written. 

  M. L. DeWitt  C. E. Hilton  G. W. Wilkinson 

  T. B. DeWitt  C. E. Pryer  E. M. Lewis 

  R. L. Pryer  C. A. O’dell  Henry Lewis 

  M. O. Pryer  M. N. Pryer  Chas. O’dell 

  L. M. Billingsly      D. B. Dye  W. C. Murray 

  R. W. Billingsly      A. C. Dye 

  E. G. Hilton  F. V. Wilkinson 

 W. C. Murray appeared before a notary in Allen Co., Indiana, 10 Nov. 1913 Edna & Henry Lewis appeared 

before a notary in Larimer Co., Colorado, 11 Oct. 1913 -- Daisy & Lon Dye appeared before a notary in Coos Co., 

Oregon 30 Sept. 1913 -- George & Viola Wilkinson in Barton Co., Missouri 7 Oct. 1913 -- Ed & Maggie Pryer in 

Pacific Co., Washington 25 Sept. 1913 -- C. A. and Charles Odell in Haes, Cattaraugus Co., New York 20 Oct. 1913 

 

Book 78, Page 196 

 17 June 1919 -- J. B. Ellis and wife, Eliza to Roy L. Pryer and wife, Myrtle -- $800.00 -- NE4 of NW4 and E2 of 

NW4 of NW4 -- Sec. 18, Twp. 25, R 21 -- 60 acres 

 

Book 67, Page 525 

 19 June 1919 -- James F. Hilton and wife, Floria, of Creek Co., Oklahoma to Roy & Myrtle Pryer -- $1.00 -- 

NE4 of NW4 and E2 of NW4 of NW4 Sec. 18, Twp. 25, R 21 -- 60 acres 

 

Book 105, Page 188 

 19 June 1940 -- Myrtle Pryer & Roy L. her husband to Earl T. and Mearl M. Pryer -- $50.00 -- Undivided half 

interest to S2 of SE4 of NE4 -- Sec. 24, Twp. 25, R 22 --20 acres 

 

Book 104, Page 515 



 7 Jan. 1937 -- Quit Claim Deed -- John & Cora Harden of Polk Co., Iowa to Myrtle Pryor -- $1.00 -- S2 of SE4 

of NE4 -- Sec. 24, Twp. 25, R 22 -- containing 20 acres 

 

Book 113, Page 323 

 Nov. 1945 -- Heirs of Fray Johnson, deceased, to Muriel and Earl Pryor – $700. -- Lots 2 & 3 in Block 5 in 

Edward’s addition to Ozark known as city lots 542 and 544 according to Hosea Paul’s Survey. 

 

Book 113, Page 350 

 11 April 1946 -- Randolph Melton and Goldie his wife to Chester L. and Merle Pryer, husband and wife -- 

$700.00 -- A portion of NW4 of NW4 Sec. 30, Twp. 26, R 21 beginning at NW corner of SW4 of NW4 of said section, 

Twp., and Range, then east to the Port Carter Lot, then NW with the South line of Port Carter lot to the old Springfield 

and Harrison Road, then southwest with the said road to the beginning -- one acre 

 

Book 115, Page 391 

 5 April 1947 -- E. L. and Nola Payne to Ora and Edith Pryer -- $4,000.00 -- Land in Ozark, Missouri -- 

beginning 130 feet west of southeast corner of lot one, block one, Christian County’s 2nd addition to Ozark, then north 

170 feet, then west 65 feet, then south 170 feet, then east 65 feet to beginning. 

 

Book 124, Page 420 

 5 Feb. 1954  -- Oran and Mabel Baird to Earl and Mearl Pryer -- One dollar and other consideration -- All that 

part of SE4 of SW4  Sec. 26, Twp. 27, R 21 lying west of Highway 65 as follows:  MY NOTE: I SKIPPED THE 

RATHER LENGTHY DESCRIPTION. 

 

Book 124, Page 538 

 26 June 1954 -- Roger and Blanch McCoy to Marvin and Allene Pryer -- $10.00 and other valuable 

consideration -- N 10 acres of E 30 acres of SW4 of NE4 Sec. 13, Twp. 26, R 21 

 

Book 126, Page 609 

 25 Feb. 1957  -- Imogene Wooten, a single woman of Tulsa Oklahoma to Wilbur Pryor -- $300.00 -- part of 

SE4 SW4 Sec. 26, Twp. 27, R 21 described as follows:  From SW corner of said 40 acres north 30 feet for a point of 

beginning, then east 125 feet, then north 130 feet, then west 125 feet, then south 130 feet to beginning. 

 

World War II Enlistment Records 

   Birth Enlistment   Enlistment     Enlistment  

       Name  State     Date State    City     Education Occupation 

Pryer, Marvin L. MO 14 Nov 1941 CA   San Francisco 4 yrs. H.S. Auto Serviceman 

 b. 1920    Single w/no dependents     6'    166 lbs. 

 

California Marriage Index (1960-1985) 

 Danelli, Frank L. md. Patricia E. Grobe  5 Apr 1974 Los Angeles Co. 

  – He 30; She 30 

 

 Gupton, Marco L. md. Magdalen Bareras  1 Apr 1961 Contra Costa Co. 

  – He 18; She 19 

 



 James, Alonzo md. Kristen G. Lamarr  28 Aug 1969 Los Angeles City 

  – He 20; She 17 

 

 Kijula, Margaret C. md. Marco L. Gupton  7 Apr 1979 Los Angeles Co. 

  – Both age 36 

 

 Lasha, Craig H. md. Carla A. Moore   17 Apr 1966 Los Angeles City 

  – He 28; She 19 

 

 Lasha, Craig H. md. Dana L. Cass   22 Nov 1984 San Francisco 

  – He 47; She 28 

 

California Divorce Index 

 Davis, Clark P., b. 1949 Catherine D. Arthur, b. 1952 Los Angeles Co. 1971 

 

 Gupton, Marco L.   Magdalen   Orange Co.  1 Nov. 1978 

 

 James, Alonzo, b. 1949 Kristen Lamarr, b. 1952   Los Angeles Co. 2 May 1978  

 

 Kijula, Stephen L., b. 1932 Margaret C. Galloway, b. 1942 Los Angeles Co. Aug. 1966 

  – Married in 1962 

                     NOTE:        This has me puzzled.  It appears they were divorced in 1966, remarried then divorced again in 1978. 

 

 Kijula, Stephen L.  Margaret C.   Los Angeles Co. 5 June 1978 

 

Letter from Mildred Pryer, California  --  14 Aug. 1980 

 Margaret is still getting over the car accident., Some one hit her from behind and gave her whiplash and hurt her 

back.  She is trying to work.  She wears a back brace.  Her back is getting some better but slow. She was off work for 

three months. Clark and June are O.K. and working. Grant is enjoying retirement, getting up around 9:00 in the 

mornings." 

 

Letter from Novella Whittington, Springfield, Missouri -- 3 Aug. 1983 

 “. . . my mother was named for her grandmother, Malonia Nancy Barber, from Canada." 

 

Letter from Betty Bolin, Highlandville, Missouri -- 14 Feb. 1981 

 “. . . My mom’s name is Audry Merle (Melton) Pryer.  Merle is the middle name. I am working as the L. D. 

teacher’s aide at Spokane High School. This is my fifth year. Chris is a freshman this year." 

 

Letter from Irene Pryer, North Bend, Oregon -- 14 May 1980 

 . . . on my birth certificate the township is listed Pleasant Hill, Newton County.  But, mother and dad never 

heard of Pleasant Hill and say they were with my grandparents (?) Molee Berry when I was born and they lived at Deer, 

Arkansas, Newton County.  So don’t know what you do about that. Dean says his paper is awful slim up to now, but 

that he has the two greatest nephews and most beautiful niece in the world." 

 

Letter from Ann Pryer, Tulsa, Oklahoma -- 25 Feb. 1981 



 "Our children all live in Oklahoma near Tulsa.  Scott is a junior at the University of Tulsa and a partner in our 

business.  Cayla is a dental technician.  Her husband just graduated from the University of Arkansas. She will enter 

nurses training this fall.  Carman is just hours away from her doctorate.  She has taught special education for 6 years. 

Her husband is a police science major and on the Tulsa Police force. . . . Our little tag-a-long, Angela is 11 ½. 

 I work every day with Wilford in our business." 

 

Email written by Tony Pryer who lives near Panama City, Florida – 3 April 2012  

Well, I retired from the Air Force in 2004 after 24+ years I had enough. 

I've been working in Panama City (Tyndall AFB) since then, about 8 years now, 

I'm in Civil Service, and work as a Contingency Plans Analyst for AFNORTH 

Basically, we coordinate preparedness, response & recovery capabilities for disasters and terrorism (we're the guys who 

decide how many water purification units, generators, Security Forces, vehicles etc. that will be chalked to an operation 

such as Hurricane Katrina) 

Seasonally we work wild fires in the western states, Hurricanes on the gulf & Eastern US and floods in the mid west. 

Day to Day I have 16 sites standing alert 24/7 for various critical assets & borders around the US, 1 monitor their 

infrastructure status , & advocate for their Military Construction 

I hope to punch out of here in early 2019, 

 

I've have gotten remarried (Stacy) we live 15 miles north of work on the lake. Gods been good to me.  

- Stacy is an nurse and has started up a Spa in Panama City Beach, She is working on getting a satellite spa on this side  

of town 

- I don't hear much from Christina (oldest daughter) she's been in and out of contact over the years, I think she's in 

Crestview just northwest of here, She's married w/4 girls. 

- Cody (oldest son) has been in the Air Force for 10 years, he's a Meteorology instructor @ Keesler AFB in Biloxi MS. 

He's married with 2 children, boy and girl 

- Casey (youngest daughter) is in North Carolina, she's in Med Scholl (radiology ?) her husband is in the AF as well and 

they have 2 sons. 

- Dylan & Devin (step sons with Stacy) are 13 and 11 They've called me dad for over 8 years now and I guess I'm the 

only dad they can remember. 

We play on the water during the summer and I piddle in a little woodworking shop behind the house during the cooler 

months. 

 

I plan to go to Missouri this spring/summer to visit with Tammy, she came down here last year. 

I don't think she's getting much better, but all I hear is from morn so not sure what the facts are. 

 

That's the condensed version. 

 

What have you been up to over the years? 

 

I see your owner and consultant w/ Whittington Associates, What's that all about? 

Tell Aunt Novella hi. 

 

Stone Co., Missouri Marriage Records 

     Book I, Page 636 or 637 

 Earl Pryer m. Mearl Call   15 March 1933 



  (Both over 18 -- m. at Galena by T. W. Davis -- Both of Spokane) 

 

 James L. Galloway m. Marguerite Kurderner 24 July 1933 

  (Married at Galena) 

 

 J. L. Galloway m. Mildred Marie Pryer 15 Dec. 1941 

  (Married at Galena -- He 31, she 24) 

 

Christian Co., Missouri Marriage Records 

   Book 14, Page 497 

 Fred Pryer m. Bernita Magers 22 Feb. 1936 

  (m. by R. L. Thomas J.P.) 

 

   Book 14, Page 58 

 Chester Pryer m. Merle Melton 27 May 1933 

      (He of Spokane, she of Highlandville -- m. at home of minister, Ephraim Melton) 

 

   Book 7, Page 282 

 Roy L. Pryer m. Myrtle O. Harden 5 March 1905 

 

   Book 14, Page 329 

 Ora E. Pryer m. Edith Marie Melton 26 Jan. 1935 

  (He of Spokane, she of Ozark -- m. at home of Ephraim Melton) 

 

   Book 17, Page 315 

 Wilford Pryer m. Ann Plank  12 July 1953 

   (He 19,  she 17 -- both of Ozark -- m.  at Ozark by Fred Plank -- Marie Plank and Mearl Pryer gave 

consent) 

 

   Book 17, Page 513 

 Wilbur Gene Pryer m. Gereldine Smith 16 Nov. 1957 

  (He 21, she 18 -- m. at Spokane by Reg Mapes -- both from Ozark) 

 

   Book 18, Page 234 

 Chester Leroy Pryer m. Erma Irene Farthing 30 Oct. 1964 

  (He 54, she 52 -- m. at Rogersville by Howard Blevins -- She from Ozark) 

 

   Book 18, Page 36 

 Betty Jean Pryer m. Roger Lee Bolin  15 Sept. 1960 

   (Both 19 and from Highlandville -- m.  at Highlandville by G.V. Logan --Dorssie Bolin gave consent) 

 

   Book 19, Page 16 

 Margie Ann Pryer m. Thomas Asa Beadles 28 Apr. 1973 

   (He  25  of Springfield,  she 21 of Ozark -- m.  by Howard  Blevins  at Harmony Baptist Church) 

 



Note On Roy L. Pryer’s Pension Papers 

"There is a pension application file XC 2,500,648 based on the service of Roy L. Pryer; however, this record is not in 

the custody 'of the National Archives.  In the past, routine requests for genealogical information from XC pension 

folders retired to Federal Archives and Records Centers which were received by the Office of the National Archives 

were processed by our staff.  However, because of Privacy Act restrictions and the increased requests for such 

information; in accordance with Veterans Administration Circular DVB 20-78-4, dated February 7, 1978, we are no 

longer able to process these requests.  For further information abut the pension file of the above veteran, we suggest 

that you write to the address checked below:" 

    Veterans Regional Office 

    1520 Market Street 

    St. Louis, Missouri 

      63103 

 

Military Pension File of Roy L. Pryer 

"Roy L. Pryer served as a private in Company D, 28th Regiment, U.S. Infantry from July 13, 1901, to July 12, 1904.  

He had duty in the Phillippines from November 12, 1901, to January 14, 1904, leaving the U.S. aboard the U.S. Grant. 

Roy stood 5 feet 11 ½ inches tall with dark brown hair and brown eyes.  He had contracted typhoid fever when young 

and this eventually resulted in deafness of the right ear and variable vision in the right eye.  Subsequent to service he 

lived in Spokane, Missouri, until death. The only exception appears to be residence in Aurora from 1905 to 1907 while 

he worked as a shovel hand at the "Little Betsy" Mine in Aurora.  He married Myrtle Odessa Harden on March 5, 1905.  

She was born on October 16, 1883, at Cooksville, Illinois. They had 5 children. 

     From form filled out by Roy L. Pryer for the Bureau of Pensions, 5 April 1915 

 Date and place of birth? 

  July 17, 1879, Lawrence, Kansas 

 Name of the organizations in which you served? 

  Co. D 28 U.S. Infantry 

 What was your post office at enlistment? 

  Spokane, Christian Co., Missouri 

 State your wife’s full name and her maiden name. 

  Myrtle O. Harden 

 When, where, and by whom were you married? 

  Spokane -- S. H. Hilton J.P. 

 Is there any official or church record of your marriage? 

  Ozark, Christian Co., Missouri 

 Were you previously married? 

  No 

 Was your wife married previous to her marriage to you? 

  No 

 Are you now living with your wife, or has there been a separation? 

  Living with wife 

 State the names and dates of birth of all your children, living or dead. 

  Clyde Ray -- Feb. 13, 1906 

  Earl Thorton Pryer -- May 3, 1908 

  Chester Leroy Pryer -- Sept. 17, 1910 

  Ora Eugene Pryer -- Feb. 17, 1913 



  Fredric Clar Pryer -- Feb. 22, 1915 

 

From E-Mail Sent by Wayne Pryer to Barbara Williamson – 23 March 2017 

 Roy was assigned to Co. D, 28th Regiment Infantry.  I’ve been able to piece together bits of Roy’s activity.  

Major Robert Bullard was the commander of the 28th Infantry at the time of Roy’s service.  In 1902-1903 the 28th 

Infantry, of which Roy was a member, constructed a military road from Iligan to Lake Lanao in Mindanao. I believe 

Mindanao is the southernmost and largest of the Philippine Islands.  The troops under Bullard’s command opened the 

hostile Moro country in Central Mindanao, fighting seventeen separate engagements.  Our uncles, Clyde and Marvin 

Pryer, told me that Roy often spoke of chasing and fighting the Moros who made up the Muslim population of the 

Philippines.  The Moros were quite primitive yet fought fiercely against American rule for several years.  The Moros 

only had a few rifles and kris blades. Some of the Moros fighting against the American troops were women who 

dressed exactly the same as men.  The Moro Rebellion was led by a Muslim named Datu Hassan.  Robert L. Bullard's 

28th Infantry, led an attack on Hassan's Palace.  The Moro's fled and the Americans burned the fort. Hassan 

surrendered but then escaped..  The uprising ended in March 1904, when Hassan was cornered and killed.  Roy would 

have been with the 28th Infantry in the Philippines during this action. 

 

From Betty Melton’s Scrapbook 

 John David Whittington, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Whittington married Novella Pryer, 24 May 1959. 

 

 James L. Galloway died in Stockton, California.  He was survived by his mother, Catherine. 

 

 Charlois Steele is the 3rd husband of Irma Bilyeu Farthing Pryer.  They were married Jan. 1, 1982. 

 

 Fred Rex Farthing’s father was Dr. R.R. Farthing. 

 

 Thomas A. Beadles md. Margie Ann Pryer -- His parents:  Asa R. Beadles, deceased, and Mrs. Ed Shelton. 

 

 Chester L. Pryer died 18 Nov. 1976 at Springfield, Missouri. 

 

 Wilford E. Pryer’s daughter., Cayla Marie, married Marc Steven Brumble, 6 Aug. 1976 in Tulsa, Oklahoma. His 

parents: Mr. and Mrs. Rob Brumble. 

 

 Tinza Call died in Branson 25 Nov. 1967, age 77. 

 

 Mrs. Margaret Billingsley (Hubble), died 17 Aug. 1972 in Springfield, Mo. 

 

Christian County Republican, 16 Nov. 1899 

 Spokane -- "Roy Pryer is home from Aurora and looks like he had been well fed." 

 

Christian County Republican, 1 Aug. 1901 

 Spokane -- "Roy Pryer joined the army and is at Vancouver Barracks, Washington.  That makes three of our 

boys there, Clarence Rexroad, Albert Evans, and Roy Pryer." 

 

Christian County Republican, Aug. 28, 1902 

 "Mr. Pryor, while in the city Saturday, ordered the Republican sent to his son, Roy, of Co. D, 28th U.S. Inf. 



Philippine Islands." 

 

Christian County Republican, Oct. 2, 1902 

 A going away surprise party given to Mr. and Mrs. John Coats who were moving to Oklahoma.  Guests 

included:  Mesdames J. Pryor, Margaret Harden, Linnie Pigg, and Miss Myrtle Harden and Messrs. John Pryor, Lee 

Harden. 

 

Christian County Republican, Jan. 14, 1904 

     From a Philippine letter written Nov. 19, 1903 by A.C. Rexroad. 

"Roy  Pryor,  of Co.  D says he wants to put his feet under old man Pryor’s table once more." . . . The 28th Infantry 

expects to start for the states on or about Dec. 5, 1903." 

Christian County Republican, Jan. 28, 1904 

 Spokane  -- "The  28th  U.S.  Regulars  have  landed  at  Frisco  from  the Philippines." 

 

Christian County Republican, Feb. 4, 1904 

From the Bloody 28th -- Left Illigan, Mindano, Philippine Islands on 9 Dec. 1903.   We arrived  in Manilla 11 

December.   On the  14th,  clothing  was fumigated  at a quarantine station at the mouth of Manilla  Bay.   

On  15th December we set sail for Nagasaki,  Japan,  arriving on December 20th.   On the 22nd, after getting 

coal and water in Japan, we sailed for Honolulu and arrived  there January 5,  1904.   We sailed for San 

Francisco the 6th  and arrived  the 13th of January.   We came ashore on the 14th.   Two  thousand people 

were on board and it was crowded.  Our transport ship, The Sheridan, was  a  good  boat.   It seems cold in 

Frisco.   We spend about  two  hours drilling each day.   The rest of the time is spent sightseeing etc. -- This 

letter was dated Jan. 25, 1904. 

 

Christian County Republican, May 19, 1904 

Letter from Presidio, California written May 10, 1904 by J. W. Harris of the 28th Infantry. What time we are not on 

guard here we are out on  drill. . . .  Roy Pryor is so fat that his Missouri girl won’t know him.  . . . Men are being 

discharged gradually. 

 

Christian County Republican, March 16, 1905 

Spokane  -- "The  wedding bells are ringing at Mr. Hardin’s  today,  Miss Myrtle and Roy Pryor." (The article was 

written March 5th) 

 

Christian Co., Republican -- 1 Aug. 1913 

 “Xury Davis of Reno md. Grace Pritchard of Abesville.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” - 26 June 1914 

Spokane Items -- “Wm. Ritchie, Roy Prior, and Bob Billingsley have combined forces and resources and are seeding 

their different farms with cane to rejuvenate the depleted condition of the soil.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” July 31, 1914 

"Roy Pryer and R.W.  Billingsley have erected a fine building on the corner of Cane and Millet streets which is known 

as the north side shops.   Besides doing  all kinds of repairing they will devote some time to the manufacture of hot air 

machines for winter use and ice machines for summer use and they also have a special department where they fix 

candidates and foretell their future." 



 

“Christian County Republican” - 18 May 1923 

 Spokane - “Mr. Roy Pryer’s little son, who has been quite sick, is better.” 

 

Christian County Republican -- 16 Oct. 1925 

Spokane -- Mr. Earl Pryer, who went to Kansas, has returned home.  Guess there is no place like home. 

 

“Christian County Republican” -- 6 June 1930 

Birthday Dinner -- Gathered at home of Mr. & Mrs. J. M. Wilhite, Sunday, to honor Mrs. Wilhite’s birthday.  Those 

present: Mr. & Mrs. Will Tatum and son, Noel; Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer and children, Mildred, Marvin and Harold; Mrs. 

Mag Harden and grandchildren, Maggie, Loran and Clifton Harden; Mr. Sam Billingsley and children, Charley, Gladys, 

Jessie, Frank, and Dorothy -- all the above of Spokane -- Mr. & Mrs. Jim Brashear and daughters, Jean and Juanita, of 

Springfield; Mr. & Mrs. Martin Lee and son, Adrian, of Ponce de Leon; Mr. Henry Billingsley of Reeds Spring; Mr. & 

Mrs. Ray Gillett and son William; Mr. & Mrs. Milo Stewart (both of Chestnutridge); Mr. Nelse Fisher; Mr. & Mrs. 

Walter Schupbach and sons, James and Wilbur (both of Billings). 

 

Christian County Republican” 19 Jan. 1933 

“Miss Merle Melton and Dutch Payer and Mildred Davis were Saturday night guests of Miss Ella Patterson.” 

 

Christian County Republican -- 21 Dec. 1933 

Spokane Mountaineers on Basketball Tour 

The Spokane Mountaineers, a semi-professional basketball team will leave this Friday for a several weeks tour of 

Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, Illinois and Tennessee.  The boys expect to be on the road all season.  The 

team is composed of Preston Pigg, Jack O’Leary who in 1930 was an All-American guard with the University of 

Kansas, Ora Pryor of the Russellville Tech at Russellville, Ark., Freddie Pryor of the Spokane High School, Arthur 

Scott of Harding College at Morrillton, Ark., and John Boyd of Ozark.  The boys play the opening game at Coffeyville 

on Saturday night.  Other games matched to date are with the American Bakery team at Little Rock, Ark., Harding 

College at Morrillton, Ark., Sterling College at Sterling, Kansas, Williford Athletes at Williford, Ark., said to be the 

fastest semi-professional team in the state.  The Mountaineers made a similar trip last year with a team not as fast as 

the one they have together this season.  The boys agreed to keep our readers posted on their trip and carry with them a 

supply of self-addressed envelopes for that purpose. 

 

Christian County Republican -- 15 March 1934 

 Mr. & Mrs. Dutch Pryer are the proud parents of a baby girl. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 13 Dec. 1934 

The New York Harlemites (a colored team) beat the Ozark Chieftains 41-30.  Ora Pryer was held scoreless for the 

Chieftains.  The Boyd brothers scored five points each and Hook Rainey and Tip Seals scored 10 each for Ozark. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 10 Jan. 1935 

Ora Pryer played center and scored 16 points in a 59-43 Ozark Chieftain victory over the Monett Oilers.  Brothers John 

and Bill Boyd scored 8 and 6 points from the guard position. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 28 Feb. 1935 

1st Ozark Basketball Tournament -- Spokane boys defeated Ava, Ozark and Mt. Vernon to win first place.  The 



Spokane girls took 2nd place losing to Blue Eye in the Championship game.  Mildred Pryer was voted to the all-star 

team as the “jumping center.”  Fourteen boys teams and six girls teams were in the tournament. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 4 July 1935 

     Marcella Mae Pryer -- b. 10 March 1934 - d. 30 June 1935 - Buried at Highlandville Cemetery 

 “Darling Baby You Have Left Us 

 Left Us On This Earth Below 

 But We Hope To Meet Marcella 

 On That Blest Eternal Shore” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 27 Feb. 1936 

Mr. & Mrs. Ora Pryer and Mr. & Mrs. Dutch Pryer visited Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer near Spokane. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 7 May 1936 

 “Mr. & Mrs. Ora Pryer visited Sunday with his parents near Spokane.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 4 June 1936 

 “Mr. & Mrs. Ora Pryer visited Wed. With his parents near Spokane.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 26 July 1936 

 Mr. & Mrs. Dutch Pryer visited Sunday with his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer of Spokane. 

 

Christian County Republican, June 9, 1938 

“On Sunday, June 5, a group of relatives and friends gave a surprise birthday party at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. 

Pryor, for their daughter Mildred.  Those attending:  Merle Pryer, Millie Gillette, Mearl Pryer, Thelma Lee, Edith 

Pryer, Olive Wilhite, Grandma Harden, Misses Helen Gillet and Mildred Pryer.  Messrs.:  Billy Hanks, Wilbur Gene 

Pryer, Wilford Pryer, Chester, Marvin, and Earl Pryer, Jim Gillette, Martin Lee, Clyde Pryer, Ray Gillette, Adrian Lee, 

Harold Pryer, Billy Gillett, Norman Wilhite, Mon Wilhite, W.M. Carter, Roy Pryer, Ora Pryer, Lloyd and Emery 

Harden.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” - 20 April 1939 

 “Clyde Pryor and Clell and Stanley Landers left Monday for Yellowstone National Park.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 5 October 1939 

Local Notes:  Mr. and Mrs. Tom Melton and Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer of Selmore were dinner guests of Rev. and Mrs. 

Floyd Hanks. 

 

“Christian County Republican” - 18 July 1940 

Surprise Dinner 

 “Relatives and friends gathered Sunday at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. Pryer in celebration of the 61st 

birthday of Mr. Pryer.  A basket dinner was served at noon to Messrs. and Mesdames Ray Gillett, Mon Willhite, Earl 

Pryer, Ora Pryer and Dutch Pryer, Willard Smith of Ozark, Mrs. Homer Wescott, Thelma, Lyle, Harold and Roger 

Wescott and Roy Pryer of Kansas City, Misses Helen Gillett, Virginia May Smith, Rose Call, Mildred and Novella 

Pryer, Messrs. Clyde, Fritz, Harold, Wilford, Earl and Wilbur Gene Pryer, Billie Gillett and Norman Wilhite.  The 

Pryer children were all at home with the exception of one son who lives at Grandview, Calif.  In the afternoon Mr. 



Pryer treated the crowd to a feast of watermelon.” 

 

Christian County Republican, June 12, 1941 

Good Deed Backfired on Earl Pryor 

 Earl Pryor of Spokane didn’t want the kids to get hurt, so he took away their dynamite caps Saturday morning to 

destroy by exploding them on a tree stump. 

 But Earl got impatient when they wouldn’t explode and approached the stump to investigate. His injuries 

included burns and wounds to both eyes, especially the left, burns and lacerations on the head and face, and injuries to 

his left arm, and bits of copper from the exploded caps were imbedded in the skin of his face and arm. 

 He is resting at home now and a local doctor says that he probably will not lose his sight. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 18 Feb. 1943 

Obituary of Mrs. Grace (Prichard) Davis, 53, wife of Xury Davis. Children included Grant Davis of the U.S. Army in 

Australia. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 3 June 1943 

“Spokane -- Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer have received word that their son, Harold, has landed safely overseas, somewhere in 

Southern waters.  They also have another son, Marvin, who has been stationed in New Guinea more than a year.  A 

son-in-law, Corp. James Galloway, is stationed in Alaska.  James enlisted three years ago.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 10 June 1943 

 “Wilford Earl Pryer spent last week with his grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 17 June 1943 

 “Mr. & Mrs. Chester Pryer spent Wednesday with his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer are looking forward to a visit from their son, Marvin, who is anticipating a furlough soon.  He 

has been on overseas duty the past year.” 

 

“Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer, Mrs. Mildred Galloway and daughter and Mr. & Mrs. Ora Pryer, were visitors of Mr. & Mrs. 

Earl Pryer Sunday afternoon.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 24 June 1943 

“Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer received a letter from their son, Harold.  He is stationed somewhere overseas.” 

 

 “Sunday visitors at the Roy Pryer home were Mr. & Mrs. Fred Pryer and family.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 8 July 1943 

 “Wilbur Gene Pryer spent last week with his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. George Call.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 22 July 1943 

Spokane -- “Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer received a letter from their son, Harold, who is stationed overseas.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 23 Sept. 1943 

Spokane -- Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer and daughter spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer. 



 

“Christian County Republican” 30 Sept. 1943 

 Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer and children spent Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer of Ozark. 

 

 Mildred Galloway and daughter spent Tuesday morning with Mrs. Earl Pryer. 

 

 Highlandville -- Dutch Pryer and Willie Ware now own and operate the mill here. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 7 Oct. 1943 

 Earl Pryer is running his mill at Glossip’s store on Saturday. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 28 Oct. 1943 

 “Mrs. Roy Pryer spent Tuesday evening with Mrs. Earl Pryer, who is ill.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 11 Nov. 1943 

 “Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer visited Sunday with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 18 Nov. 1943 

“Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer and family and Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer were Sunday visitors at the Roy Pryer home.  The 

group attended the baptizing on Finley River in the afternoon.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 2 Dec. 1943 

 “Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer were Sunday evening visitors of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pryer and family and Hazel Magers were Sunday evening visitors of Mr. and Mrs. Bob Billingsly.  

The group also visited Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

 “Mrs. Lesley Wilson visited Mrs. Roy Pryer Wednesday evening.” 

 

“Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer received a letter from their son, Marvin, who has been in Australia for a rest.  They had not 

heard from him since August and he says that he is in New Guinea.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 23 Dec. 1943 

 “Mrs. Johnny Harden spent Sunday with Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 30 Dec. 1943 

“Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer celebrated their Christmas on Sunday with their children for dinner and a Christmas tree in the 

evening.  Those present were Mildred Galloway and daughter, Clyde Pryer, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pryer and family, Mr. 

and Mrs. Chester Pryer and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer and Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer and family.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 6 Jan. 1944 

“Word has been received from Pfc. Harold J. Pryer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. Pryer, saying he took part in the Gilbert 

Islands battle.  He is now in a rest camp.” 

 

“Mr. and Mrs. Andy Riott and Phillip Gene, who are visiting here from California, spent Saturday evening with Mr. and 



Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 13 Jan. 1944 

“Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer and Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer and Betty Jean were Sunday guests at the Roy Pryer home.” 

 

 “The Earl Pryers spent Sunday evening at the Roy Pryer home.” 

 

 “The Spokane Women’s Club met last Thursday at the home of Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 10 Feb. 1944 

 “Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer and niece, Judy, were Sunday guests of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“The Spokane Women’s Club met last week with Mrs. Thomason at Spokane.  Those present were Mildred Galloway, 

Millie Gillett, Mearl Pryer and daughter, Novella.  The club will meet next Thursday with Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 23 March 1944 

“Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer and Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer and Betty visited Sunday with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Roy 

Pryer.” 

 

“Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer received a letter from Marvin saying he is stationed in New Guinea and is O.K.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 30 March 1944 

 “Earl Pryer helped his brother Clyde sow oats last week. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 6 April 1944 

“Sunday visitors in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer were Mrs. George Call and sons, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 

Call and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer, Mrs. Mildred Galloway, and daughter, and Millie Gillett.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 13 April 1944 

 “Mrs. Roy Pryer spent Tuesday morning with Mrs. Earl Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 27 April 1944 

“Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer received a letter recently from their sons, Pvt. Harold and Cpl. Marvin saying they are O.K.” 

 

“Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer and Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer and Betty Jean were Sunday visitors of Mr. and Mrs. Roy 

Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 18 May 1944 

“Mrs. Mildred Galloway and Mrs. Earl Pryer planted corn for Clyde Pryer, Monday.  Women are doing their part in the 

war effort.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 25 May 1944 

 -- “Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer were Sunday evening visitors of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

-- “Sunday visitors of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer were Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pryer and family 



and Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer and family.” 

 

-- “Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer received some wonderful pictures from their son who is stationed overseas.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 1 June 1944 

 “Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer visited Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer, Sunday.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 8 June 1944 

“Cpl. Marvin Pryer with the Marines in New Guinea and Harold Pryer, Coast Guardsman in the Gilbert Islands at last 

report were well and on duty for Old glory.  James Galloway, a brother-in-law to the Pryer boys is somewhere in the 

Aleutians.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 20 July 1944 

“Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer and Betty Jean attended a birthday dinner Sunday at Spokane in honor of Mr. Roy Pryer, 

who celebrated his 65th birthday.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 27 July 1944 

“Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer were most happy this week when they received the first letter in three months from their son, 

Harold.  The letter stated that he had taken part in the invasion of Saipan, that he was well and expected to take part in 

more advances at an early date.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 10 Aug. 1944 

“Mr. and Mrs. Roy Pryer received a letter from their son, Marvin, saying he is now stationed near his brother, Harold.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 24 Aug. 1944 

 “Mr. & Mrs. Ora Pryer were Sunday guests of Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 31 Aug. 1944 

 “Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer received letters this week from their sons, Marvin and Harold, and both say they are 

fine.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 21 Sept. 1944 

“Mr. & Mrs. Chester Pryer and Betty Jean spent Sunday afternoon at Spokane with his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 28 Sept. 1944 

 “Mr. & Mrs. Ora Pryer were Sunday guests of Mr. & Mrs. Roy Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 26 Oct. 1944 

“Sunday visitors in the Roy Pryer home were Mr. & Mrs. Ora Pryer, Mr. & Mrs. Earl Pryer and family and Mr. & Mrs. 

Chester Pryer and Betty Jean.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” -- 15 Feb. 1945 

Spokane News -- Mrs. Earl Pryer is moving to Ozark where Mr. Pryer is employed.  This leaves our community 

without a regular reporter for the newspaper at this time. 

 



“Christian County Republican” May 24, 1945 

Highlandville -- "Mr.  and Mrs. Chester Pryer and Betty Jean visited Monday with  his parents at Spokane,  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Roy Pryer.   The  Pryers  are expecting their son, Marvin, home after three years overseas duty with the army." 

 

“Christian County Republican” June 14, 1945 

Chestnutridge  -- "Last  weeks  news should have carried the  news  of  the return to civilian life of Marvin Pryer,  

son of Mr.  and Mrs. Roy Pryer of Spokane.  Marvin was being returned to the states on the rotation plan when the 

point system caught up with him.   He has seen 30 months service in the Pacific.   The Pryers have another son,  

Harold,  with the marines, who has been in service for three years." 

 

“Christian County Republican” Nov. 22, 1945 

Highlandville  -- "Mr. and Mrs.  Marvin Pryer visited with Mr.  and  Mrs. Chester Pryer, Sunday evening." 

 

“Christian County Republican” - 23 Oct. 1947 

Surprise Birthday Dinner 

Relatives gathered Sunday at the home of Mrs. Myrtle Pryer at Spokane to celebrater her birthday and also the birthday 

of Mrs. Chester Pryer.  Those present were Mr. and Mrs. Will Tatum, Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer, Wilford, Wilbur and 

Novella, Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer and Betty Jean, Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer, Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Pryer, Ray Eugene, 

Roger, Wayne and John Leroy, Mr. and Mrs. Bernice Magers, Helen and Janice Lee, Mrs. Mildred Galloway, Margaret 

and Marva June and Mr. Clyde Pryer.  The afternoon was spent playing croquet. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 24 June 1948 

“Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Pryer, who are leaving soon for California, were honored Sunday with a family dinner at the 

home of his mother, Mrs. Myrtle Pryer, at Spokane.  Other guests were Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer and family, Mr. and 

Mrs. Fred Pryer and family, Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer and Betty Jean, Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer, Mrs. Mildred 

Galloway and daughters and Clyde Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 21 Oct. 1948 

“Grant Davis and Mildred Galloway were married recently in Waterloo, Iowa and will make their home there.  Both 

are formerly of Spokane and attended the Spokane school.  Their many friends join us in wishing them much 

happiness.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 29 Sept. 1949 

“Mr. and Mrs. Dutch Pryer and Betty and Mrs. Louvenia Young spent Sunday afternoon with his mother and brother, 

Mrs. Roy Pryer and Clyde.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 20 Oct. 1949 

“Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer were Wednesday and Thursday night guests of Mrs. Roy Pryer who is on the sick list.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 20 July 1950 

 “Marvin Pryer is employed at the Highlandville garage with his brother, C. L. Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 5 Oct. 1950 

“Mr. and Mrs. Dutch Pryer and Betty, Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Pryer and Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer spent from Friday until 

Sunday in Waterloo, Iowa with Mrs. Davis, the Pryer boys sister.” 



 

“Christian County Republican” 9 Nov. 1950 

The Spokane school carnival was held last Thursday and Friday with large crowds attending.  Mrs. Roy Pryer won the 

turkey. 

 

”Christian County Republican” -- 27 Dec. 1951 

Highlandville - Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Pryer are the proud parents of a baby girl born Saturday (22 Dec.) in a Springfield 

Hospital.  The young lady has been named Marjorie Ann. 

 

“Christian County Republican” -- 3 July 1952 

“Wilford Pryer will leave Friday, July 4, for San Diego, California where he will take three weeks training in the marine 

reserve.  Wilford is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” - 17 July 1952 

Family Visitors 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Pryer, Karen and Dean of Eureka, Calif., arrived Saturday July 5, for a three week’s vacation with 

his mother, Mrs. Myrtle Pryer and his brothers and their families. 

 Other guests in the Pryer home during the weekend of the Fourth were Mr. and Mrs. Grant Davis,  

 Margaret, Marva, Mark and Clark of Waterloo, Iowa; Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Pryer and Margie; Mr. 

 and Mrs. Ora Pryer, Mr. and Mrs. Roger McCoy and Diane, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Pryer, Ray, Roger, 

 John and Wayne, Mr. and Mrs. Chester Pryer and Betty, Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer, Wilbur and 

 Novella and Mr. and Mrs. Leonard McCoy. 

Newspaper Article about the Marriage of Wilford Pryer and Ann Plank - July 1953 

Ann Plank Weds 

Wilford E. Pryer 

Miss Ann Plank, daughter of the Reverend and Mrs. Fred Plank of Ozark became the bride of Wilford E. Pryer, also of 

Ozark, in an early morning ceremony Sunday, July 12, at Ozark. 

The Rev. Fred Plan, father of the bride, performed the double ring ceremony.  The bride was attired in a street length 

dress of chantilly lace and white linen with flower petal mirror button trim.  Her white tulle sweetheart brimmed hat 

was beaded with pearls and rhinestones.  All other accessories were white. 

For her daughter’s wedding Mrs. Plank chose a black and white check taffeta dress with red accessories.  The 

bridegroom’s mother was attired in white pique with an over skirt of navy blue nylon net trimmed with lace flowers.  

Both had corsages of white carnations. 

A reception was held following the ceremony in the home of the bride’s parents.  Only immediate family members 

were present.  After the reception the newlyweds left for a wedding trip through the south.  Mr. and Mrs. Pryer are 

presently at home in Ozark. 

 

Newspaper Article About The Deployment of Wilford E. Pryer To the Far East 

Ozark Marine Due 

For Far East Duty 

CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA – Marine Pfc. Wilford E. Pryer, son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl T. Pryer and husband 

of the former Miss Lois A. Plank, all of Ozark, Mo., is scheduled to sail the latter part of March for duty in the Far East 

after spending four weeks in the staging regiment at this Marine Corps Base. 

The staging regiment handles the last minute details in getting men ready for foreign duty.  A marine’s few weeks in 

staging are filled with clothing and equipment inspections, dental and physical examinations, refresher courses on 



weapons, and physical conditioning. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 27 Jan. 1955 

Contains obituary of Di Demma Bilyeu,  wife of Stephen L. Bilyeu.  Her children included the wife of Rex Farthing. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 21 July 1955 

"Mr. and Mrs. Grant Davis and family of Waterloo,  Iowa,  have been visiting relatives here recently . . . Grant’s 

father, Xury Davis, has been on the sick list and Grant took him to the doctor twice last week. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 4 April 1957 

“Marvin Pryer who underwent major surgery Wednesday, March 27, at the Burge Hospital, Springfield, is reported 

getting along nicely and is expected to be returned to his home Wednesday of this week.  Visiting Mr. Pryer Sunday at 

the hospital were Mrs. Pryer and Margie, Leonard McCoy, and Mr. and Mrs. Ora Pryer.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 1 August 1957 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Pryer, Carman and Carla were weekend guests in the home of the Rev. and Mrs. Fred Plank. 

“Christian County Republican” 1 January 1959 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer spent the afternoon of Christmas Day at Spokane with his mother, Mrs. Myrtle Pryer. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer and Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Pryer and Tim spent Sunday afternoon at Spokane with Mr. and Mrs. 

Jess Call and family. 

 

“Christian County Republican” – 26 March 1959 

Pryer-Whittington 

Engagement Announced 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer of Ozark have announced the engagement of their daughter, Novella, to John David 

Whittington, son of Mr. andMrs. Clarence Whittington, also of Ozark. 

  Both are graduates of Ozark High School. 

Miss Pryer is employed as secretary at the Ozark Veterinary Clinic and Mr. Whittington is a student at Southwest 

Missouri State College, Springfield, where he is affiliated with Sigma Phi Epsilon. 

  Wedding plans are for May 24. 

 

“Christian County Republican” – 5 May 1960 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilford Pryer, Cayla and Carmen, of Tulsa, Okla., spent Saturday and Sunday with their parents, Rev. 

and Mrs. Fred Plank and Mr. and Mrs. Earl Pryer. 

 

“Christian County Republican” 30 April 1964 

“Mr. & Mrs. Ora Pryer and Dutch Pryer were Tuesday evening dinner guests of Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Pryer and Margie.” 

 

“Christian County Republican” 4 March 1965 

“Mrs. Grant Davis of Pacoima, California, has returned to her home from Sun Valley Hospital where she had been a 

patient several days following a heart attack.  Mrs. Davis is the daughter of Mrs. Myrtle Pryer of Spokane.” 

 

 

 



California Death Index       Mother’s Father’s      Death              Death      

 Name  Birth       Maiden    Last          Birthplace    Place         Date               Age 

   Davis, Mark S. 9/2/1949    Pryer Davis   ------         -----        12/2/1969              20 

   Davis, Mildred Marie 6/5/1917 Harden   Pryor  Missouri    Los Angeles  1/15/1984           66 

   Davis, Clark Pryer 9/2/1949    Pryer   -----  Iowa      Los Angeles  7/4/1996                46 

   Killman, Margaret Carlyle 9/15/42  Pryer  Galloway Missouri    Los Angeles  11/18/1989            47 

   Danelli, Alexander Michel 11/10/68 Galloway     ----- California Los Angeles    5/29/1991             22 

   Galloway, James L.  8/9/1910  Deforest Galloway Missouri   San Joaquin     6/7/1953              42 

 

Article about the marriage of Carman Pryer and Dale Randal Cole from a Tulsa paper - Jan 1975 

Pryer, Cole rites 

read by candlelight 

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Pryer, 7398 E. 25th Pl., announce the marriage of their daughter, Carman Ann, to Dale Randal 

Cole, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Cole, 3502 N. Sheridan Road. 

  The 8 p.m. candlelight ceremony was read by Rev. Bob Alexander at Sheridan Road Baptist Church. 

Given in marriage by her father, the bride chose a full length pristine white gown of satin organza.  The neckline, 

bodice and full Bishop sleeves were edged with venise lace.  The skirt, chapel train and full length veil were trimmed 

with venise lace. 

  The bride carred the same white Bible her mother carried in her wedding. 

Honor attendants were Miss Cayla Pryer, sister of the bride and Don Cvole, brother of the groom. 

Other bridal attendants were Miss Ann Cole, sister of the groom, Miss Diane Heard and Mrs. Nancy Young. 

Groomsmen were Jim Lavalley, Terry Brownan, Dick Porter.  Don Austin, Greg Vernon, Steve Foyil. Ron Gwartney 

seated guests. 

Flower girl was Miss Angela Pryer, sister of the bride, and ring bearer was Steven Mazingo.  Lighting the candles were 

Scott Pryer, brother of the bride, and Tony Plank, cousin of the bride. 

  Attending the guest book were Miss Beth Cole, sister of the groom. 

Assisting at the reception were Mrs. Marion Plank, aunt of the bride, Mrs. Marcia Hearn, Mrs. Jo Lavalley and Mrs. 

Bobbie Bynum. 

Wedding music was played by Myrna and Rod Salmon of Stroud and Mrs. Don Cole of Durant. 

The Newlyweds will be at home in Tulsa after a short honeymoon.  The bride is a student teacher at Bryant Elementary 

school. 

 

“Christian County Headliner” (1980) Announcement of Engagement of Tammy Pryer and Alfred Miller 

Tammy Pryer, Al Miller To Wed 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilber Pryer, Spokane, announcement the engagement of their daughter, Tammy, to Al Miller, Spokane, 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Sherman A. Miller, Springfield. 

Tammy is a Senior at Spokane High School and Al is self-employed.  Wedding plans are for December 26. 

 

Interview with Myrtle Pryer And Clyde, Aug. 1, 1980 

 Grandma went to school at Chestnutridge, Missouri.  There was no high school at Spokane until Dutch 

graduated.  Dutch played basketball.  He was the first Pryer to graduate from high school at Spokane. 

 Fred Pryer was very quiet. 

 Roy Pryer was blind in one eye and deaf in one ear.  He was pretty talkative.  Roy Pryer farmed and also had a 

blacksmith shop just south of the house.  He was a poor farmer.  He did just enough to get by.  Clyde said kids had to 

work hard to stay alive.  Roy wasn’t all that lazy but a poor manager. 



 Clyde sharecropped on Earl Bilyeu’s farm during the early 1930's. Clyde went to Montana in 1939.  He worked 

as a carpenter in Springfield when he got back.  Clyde continued to live at home.  Harold was the only one left at 

home at this time and he would work but didn’t like the work. He went to California where Marvin was about 1940.  

Harold was 17.  From then on, Clyde did the farming and quit his carpentry job in Springfield. 

 Myrtle Pryer never really worked outside the home except during canning season at the canning factory at Earl 

Bilyeus.  She did that 3-4 years. 

 Roy Pryer built the house grandma and Clyde now live in. He built the two main rooms (living and bed rooms) 

first about 1910/11. Roy and Myrtle lived in the hollow about 1/4 mile east of where Wilbur Pryer now lives. They 

lived there for one summer.  Before that they lived on Chestnutridge where Shorty Prewitt used to live. It was called 

the Pollock place. There is a big mulberry tree there.  Clyde remembers living there.  Clyde was born in Aurora when 

Roy worked in the lead mines there.  Tom Dewitt was working there in the mines so Roy and Myrtle went out there. 

 

Interview With Grandma Pryer, Feb. 1979 

 Roy Pryer never saw two of his half sisters from John F. Pryer’s first wife.  They remained in Pennsylvania. He 

did see Edna and also Viola, who married George Wilkinson. 

Levi Harden lived on the place where Herman Schupbach now lives. Grandma stayed there until she was almost 19.  

She then came to Spokane to stay with her grandmother, Sarah E. Billingsly. Sarah’s daughter, Clara, married Will 

Tatum and Sarah wanted someone to stay with her. That is when Grandma Pryer moved in.  That next February her 

parents moved in with Sarah.  Roy Pryer was in the Philippines Islands at the time. He returned in 1904 and they 

married in 1905. He did receive a pension. 

 All of Roy and Myrtle’s children were born at her home except for Earl, down on Chestnutridge and Clyde in 

Aurora.  Roy worked on a ranch near Chestnut Ridge and his dad wanted him to move closer to Spokane so he did. 

Grandma Pryer said that she had red (auburn) hair as a young woman. Roy Pryer was dark complected and had dark 

hair. 

 Clyde was born Feb. 13, 1906; Earl, May 3, 1908. Earl died in July, 1977 of heart trouble and is buried at 

Spokane. He married Mearl Call. He died at his home in Spokane.  Chester was born Sept. 17, 1910 and married Mearl 

Melton.  He is buried at Highlandville.  Ora died at Marvins of a heart attack. Clyde Ray, Earl Thornton, Chester 

Leroy, Ora Eugene was born Feb. 17, 1913.  Ora is buried at Selmore.  Ora married Edith Melton. Fredrick Clair was 

born Feb. 22, 1915.  Mildred Marie was born June 5, 1917.  She married Grant Davis.  Marvin Lowell, born Feb. 25, 

1920. He married Allene McCoy.  Harold John was born Feb. 15, 1924.  He married Irene Young.  Earl and Mearl 

married April 15, 1933. They obtained their license at Galena.  Chester and Merle married May 27, 1933.  They were 

married by Ephriam Melton at Highlandville.  Ora and Edith were married Jan. 26, 1935 by Ephriam Melton at 

Highlandville.  Marvin and Allene married in California.  Mildred and Grant married in Iowa.  Harold and Irene were 

married in California.  Irene’s parents moved from Arkansas to Missouri. Harold met Irene here in Missouri. 

 

Interview with Marvin Pryer, Ozark, Missouri, November 9, 1980 

 Dutch died Nov. 18, 1976. He had a heart attack and stroke and was on the operating table when he died.  

Merle was born Oct. 18, 1903 and died July 23, 1963.  Merle died at the sanitorium in Mt. Vernon of cancer. Betty has 

three kids:  Christopher Roger, Chad, and -?-. Edith was born just west of Selmore and died of cancer at her home in 

Ozark, Oct. 10, 1975. Novella’s birthday is Feb. 12, 1940.  John and Novella have two children named Mark and Jeff. 

They live at 2306 Lone Pine. Mark is about 18 or 19. Novella works at Dr. Thomasons. 

 Marvin said he thought that Roy Pryer was related to the Glovers at Walnut Shade some way.  MY NOTE: 

(Clyde later told me this was incorrect. He said that Roy grew up on Bull Creek near the Glovers and was just friends 

with them.) Marvin remembers visiting them when younger with his dad and brother, Harold.  Fate Glover’s mother 

was related to Roy Pryer. She was about the age of Roy Pryer. She was big and fat. 



 Barbara, Harold’s daughter, is expecting a child soon.  It will be about 16 months younger than their other 

child. 

Interview With Grandma Pryer and Clyde, Early August, 1979 

 Earl Pryer had three children:  Wilford, Wilbur, and Novella. Dutch had two kids:  Marcella died young and 

Betty.  Ora had no children. Mildred had four children -- two by her first husband who died after their divorce.  He is 

buried at Galena.  Marvin just had one child, Margie. Harold had three girls and one boy:  Karen, Barbra, Donna and 

Dean. Donna is the youngest. She and her husband divorced and she has remarried. Dean is still a bachelor.  Karen is 

the oldest followed by Dean, Barbra, then Donna. 

 Grandma Pryer said that John F. Pryer’s horse threw him on a burned out tree stump. He was clearing some land 

when the accident happened. His big toe was badly hurt.  He developed erysipelas.  After the toe was operated on and 

removed, blood poisoning set in and he died. 

 

Interview With Grandma Pryer and Clyde, Early March, 1980 

 Grandma was five years old when they came to Missouri.  She can remember parts of the trip.  She remembers 

crossing the Mississippi River on a ferry as her brother, John, was almost thrown overboard. 

Xury E. Davis and Grace were the parents of Grant Davis.  They lived on Bear Creek.  Grant was in Iowa and Mildred 

went up there and they married. 

Ora’s wife, Edith, was the daughter of Tom Melton who was an uncle of Harve Melton.  Edith and Harve were first 

cousins.  Tom Melton’s wife was Amanda Tatum, a sister of Will Tatum. 

Merle, Dutch’s wife, was a second cousin of Edith. Her parents were Jimmy Melton and Louvena Bilyeu.  She was a 

sister to Newt Bilyeu, Earl Bilyeu’s uncle. Louvena was also related to Aileen (McCoy) Pryer. Louvena was John 

Henry Bilyeu’s daughter.  Louvena remarried in her older days a man named George Young of Ozark.  Louvena died 

at Merle’s home. Dutch was married twice.  His second wife was Erma (Bilyeu) Farthing and she was a cousin to 

Merle. She was Steve Bilyeu’s daughter. Erma was a first cousin of Merle. 

Little Mearl’s parents were George Call and Tinza Cummings. Tinza was a sister of Walter Cummings. Walter 

Cummings died of a heart attack. Philip Cummings’ brother died of a heart attack. 

 

Interview With Lucy and Willard Smith of Ozark, Missouri, 23 Feb. 1985 

 Willard said that when he was a little kid that 50 years old was really old. He remembered Roy Pryer when he 

was around fifty and he always thought Roy was a real old man. Roy Pryer was pretty well disabled when he was in his 

fifties.  He lost his eyesight and his hearing. Lucy said that Roy used to visit her mother and he was almost blind and 

couldn’t get around very well.  She said he was blind a long time. Roy used to sit and talk with Lucy’s mother, who 

was Roy’s sister.  Roy also had other problems. She said he had kidney trouble and thought that kidney poisoning was 

what caused him to lose his sight.  He also had other physical problems.  Lucy said that the Pryers have a history of 

heart trouble. She said her Grandma Pryer, Sarah (Wilkinson) Pryer, died of a heart attack. (MY NOTE:  I don’t believe 

this is correct as I have her death certificate and that is not given as the cause.  However, she may have had heart 

trouble. 

 Lucy and Willard said that Marvin has been sick ever since he got out of the service. He tried farming at that 

time and just couldn’t handle it. 

Lucy and Willard said they admired Clyde for taking care of his mother the way he did. 

Lucy said Roy Pryer was rather heavy.  He had a big belly.  His wife was skinny as a beanpole. 

Willard said he bought a nice coat for my dad one time but it was way to small. My dad was a very big man. Willard 

said he got the biggest coat he could find. 

Lucy said she had seen pictures of her grandmother Pryer.  She died before Lucy was born.  Lucy said her brother, 

Carl, was a baby when she died. 



 

Interview With Clyde Pryer of Ozark, Missouri, 20 Feb. 1983 

  Clyde is the oldest son of Roy Pryer. 

I stopped by the old Roy Pryer home place for a last look. It has been vacant since grandma died in July, 1982. Clyde 

now lives in a trailer home near Ozark, next to Marvin, his brother. 

When getting in the car to leave, Clyde, Marvin, Allene, Tom, Margie, and Lauren (8 months old), drove up in two 

pick-ups to remove the final items from the house.  I went in the house and looked around.  The house was on the 

verge of falling down.  The ceiling in some areas was falling in.  The floor where Grandma Pryer’s bed was located 

had fallen through. (Even if grandma had lived, the house wouldn’t have made it any longer. It was absolutely 

uninhabitable). 

 Clyde seemed in good spirits.  He said he liked the way the porch on the house was built. 

 Other comments by Clyde: 

  -- His father, Roy, had built the house when the family moved there. 

  -- The land had no house on it until then. 

  -- Clyde was five years old when his family moved there.  So he has lived almost his entire life in the  

   house. 

  -- The original part of the house included the living room and the main bedroom. I believe he also said it  

   included the upstairs. 

  -- During the late 1920's, the kitchen was built on. 

  -- A little after that, the small west bedroom was built on. 

  -- The barn was built during the 1930’s. 

  -- The farm has been sold to the son of Roger Amos. 

 

Interview With Virginia Bilyeu and Lewis Rollings of Springfield, Missouri, 19 Feb. 1983 

   They were neighbors of the Pryers from the 1920’s to about 1940. 

They are about the age of Harold Pryer and ran around with him a lot. All of the Pryers were quiet. They were also good 

athletes. 

Roy Pryer had a spring near a cave in the hollow down behind the barn. An Indian was buried in the area. His grave was 

marked by several rocks at one time. The Pryers chewed tobacco. Even the kids. 

Virginia said Grandma Pryer was a very strong, but quiet person. People thought a lot of her.  (I remember her cure for 

hepatitis which I had during my sophomore year of high school in 1961.  She was serious when she told my mother to 

feed me some dandelions). 

Roy Pryer was more talkative.  He practically lost his sight and hearing in later years. 

Virginia said she didn’t think grandma or Roy struck the children for discipline. (MY NOTE: I doubt that this is 

correct). 

Lewis said the Pryer kids could be ornery at times. Virginia disagreed with Lewis saying they were very good people. 

 

Interview With Clyde Pryer of Spokane, Missouri, 13 Dec. 1980 

   Clyde is a son of Roy L. Pryer. 

 Clyde didn’t think the Pryers were related to the Glovers down on Bull Creek.  He said that Marvin was mixed 

up if he told me that. Clyde said the Glovers probably knew John F. Pryer when they lived on Bull Creek and were 

merely friends.  Clyde was never acquainted with the Glovers.  Fate Glover knew Roy Pryer when young. Fate moved 

to Ozark. 

Clyde said that he cooks meals and tends to grandma. (She was in bed during my visit.  Clyde said that she wouldn’t 

know me).  He has sold all of his cows but three. 



 Clyde said that Roy Pryer never went to Cassville looking for Ed Pryer.  They did hear about an Ed Pryer living 

in that area but Roy never believed it was his brother.  Roy said that if Ed had lived that close he would have come for 

a visit. 

Clyde didn’t know Marion Cox’s children but he met Mabel Cox, wife of Earl Hilton. 

 

Interview With Clyde Pryer of Spokane, Missouri, Late April, 1982 

   Clyde is the oldest son of Roy Pryer. 

Roy Pryer worked on the Pollock (Sweetman) Ranch at Chestnutridge for a couple of years. Clyde was 3 years old at 

the time but he remembers them building a big barn.  Roy worked in the blacksmith shop on the ranch for a while. Fate 

Montgomery bought the place and burned the big barn. 

Next Roy moved into the hollow east of where Wilbur Pryer now lives. Earl Pryer was born on the ranch. 

There were lots of mules and horses on the ranch. Jim King was the foreman. 

Highway 65 was built during the 1920's.  Clyde worked on it some. Clyde can remember when the road was dirt and 

cows, sheep, pigs, etc. were driven to market from Arkansas to Springfield. 

 Roy Pryer freighted for Joe Choate of Spokane for about a year when Clyde was six years old.  He would 

furnish the wagon and team.  He would drive up to Springfield one day and come back the next. The night would be 

spent camping out.  Choate bought a truck when Clyde was about 11 and it was then used for freighting in place of the 

wagon and team. 

 Dutch and Ora Pryer were good basketball players.  According to Clyde they were better than my dad. Mildred 

was pretty good on the girls team. 

 When Pryers were kids:  They had chores to do when they got home from school.  Then they studied or played 

games like dominoes, pitch, or rook. Clyde didn’t go to high school.  Clyde was pretty old when he got out of the grade 

school because he missed a lot of spring school to help plant crops. Clyde said his brothers didn’t miss school because 

of this and seemed a little bitter about it.  Clyde was among the first five to get an eighth grade diploma from Spokane.  

Clyde didn’t know if his dad had much schooling but guessed probably a 3rd or 4th grade education. Roy Pryer was 

about six feet tall and weighed around 200 pounds. Clyde said he was quite a man when young. He lost hearing in one 

ear due to infection which he got in the Philippines.  He was blind when he died.  One eye was weak due to the 

infection, the other gradually lost sight. He was blind for about 8-10 years before he died. MY NOTE: This visit was 

the last time I saw Grandma Pryer. As it got late in the afternoon we all went outside and sat on the porch. Her sight, 

hearing, and mind were gone. Every so often she would ask me who I was. Sad. 

 

Interview With Marvin and Clyde Pryer of Ozark, Missouri, 7 June 1985 

   Marvin and Clyde are sons of Roy L. Pryer. 

 Marvin served in World War II.  He was on a ship to help relieve Corregidor in the Philippines.  Corregidor 

fell to the Japanese when his ship was three days out of San Francisco. So, his ship stayed on the ocean several days 

waiting for orders. Orders then came for this ship to move on to Auckland, New Zealand. They spent some time in 

Auckland and then orders came to go to Brisbane, Australia. They were in Brisbane about three weeks and then orders 

came to go to Townsville, Australia, which was to the north.  His outfit rode a narrow track railroad to Townsville.  It 

was a long, slow trip as the train only traveled about 30 miles per hour. Marvin said the trip took about nine days.  

Marvin said he could probably run faster than the train moved.  It was a small train and moved slowly. Marvin’s outfit 

received some extra training in Townsville.  That is the place where his unit was issued tommy guns. From 

Townsville, Marvin’s unit went to Port Moresby in New Guinea.  That was the only area of New Guinea still under 

American control.  The Japanese held the rest of the island. The Japanese were within 20 miles of Port Moresby at the 

time.  From Port Moresby, Marvin’s unit moved across New Guinea. 

Harold Pryer was in the marines during World War II.  At one time he was within 11 miles of Marvin.  He was on one 



island and Harold was on another.  Marvin knew Harold’s unit was on the island but there was no way possible that he 

could see him.  Harold came out of the war with no injuries as far as Marvin knows.  He was in on some very heavy 

fighting. He was in the 2nd Infantry Division.  Marvin said Harold wouldn’t talk about the war very much. Marvin, 

through the radio, was able to keep track of where the 2nd Infantry Division was most of the time.  Harold told Marvin 

this story.  Harold was on sentry duty or something like that when he spotted a large number of Japanese soldiers 

coming his way.  It was night and very dark.  Harold found a trench in which to lie down and hide. The Japanese 

soldiers passed right over him, jumping the narrow trench. Harold said that a few of the soldiers stopped for a moment 

to urinate into the trench. One of them peed right on Harold. He knew if he made any noise he would be killed so he 

was deathly still while the soldier finished going to the bathroom and moved on.  It was so dark in the trench that the 

Japanese never did see him.  Marvin said Harold was involved in some very fierce fighting in the "island hopping" 

campaign. 

 After Marvin was injured, he made the landing in the Philippines with his unit. Marvin was injured when he was 

carrying a heavy box of shells on his shoulder as the Japanese conducted a bombing raid on the area.  A bomb hit near 

him knocking him forward.  The heavy box of ammunition fell onto his lower back. He spent a lot of time on his back 

in the hospital. After the war he spent several more months in the Veterans Hospital in Fayetteville, Arkansas.  Marvin 

said that he had some vertebrae in his lower back that would not stay in position.  Anytime he tried to do something 

they would move out of place putting pressure on nerves in the region and causing severe pain.  (MY NOTE: This 

sounds like what I have). Marvin was sent home from the Philippines before the war ended and received his discharge. 

 Marvin was drafted into the army. Ora and Fred Pryer were not drafted because they had a family and were 

operating a farm.  The army wasn’t drafting those that were working a farm. 

 When Ora was first married he lived on the Howard Beard place which is near the Marion King corner.  Marvin 

said this was about 4 miles southeast of the Marion King Corner. Ora moved from there to Efton McLain’s property 

west of Selmore.  This is located about one mile from Riverdale.  Ora and Edith lived there until just after the war 

ended. He then got a job at the Majors Cheese Factory in Ozark where he worked until he retired.  He moved to Ozark 

when he got this job. 

 When Fred and Bernita were first married they lived in Reno Hollow south of Spokane.  They lived there when 

Ray got lost.  He was about two years old at the time and he and his dog wandered off and couldn’t be located.  Ray 

was found late the same day he was missing.  Many neighbors took part in the search for him. 

 Roger was born on the McNatt place south of Selmore.  John and I were born after our parents moved to the 

farm southwest of Highlandville. Marvin remembers that when my parents moved from Reno to the McNatt place he 

drove a wagon load of chickens for them.  It took him all day to do the job. Marvin said he was about 15 or 16 at the 

time. 

 Marvin said his parents sent him a news clipping about himself while he was in the south pacific.  It told about 

him being wounded in World War II.  Marvin believes this would have been from an Ozark paper about the year 1943. 

It was in the paper about him being hurt and about the Japanese bombing the hospital in which he was staying.  Marvin 

was in the hospital when he received the clipping.  He said he thought the clipping was now in the safe deposit box. 

 Roy Pryer owned several cars. His first car was a 1919 Model T. Then he got a 1923 Model T and then a 1927 

Model T which was the last year they made them.  He then bought a 1928 Pontiac which, unlike the Model T’s, had a 

gearshift.  Roy never learned to drive the Pontiac with the gearshift. Marvin was 16 years old when the Pontiac was 

bought. This was the car with which he learned how to drive.  Roy’s eyesight was not that poor until he got old.  He 

did a lot of driving when Marvin was little.  He was almost blind in one eye and in addition he had one ear that he 

could not hear out of his right ear.  Marvin didn’t know what caused the ear problem. Marvin said that Roy had a hole 

behind the ear which was large enough to stick your finger into. Roy fought in the Philippines during the early 1900's.  

Marvin can’t remember his dad talking about the war much at all.  Marvin didn’t know what caused the hole behind 

his father’s ear.  He said the hole was about 3/4 of an inch deep and as big as a finger. 



 When Marvin was in the army in the South Pacific, all letters home were censored just in case the enemy gained 

access to it and could learn what the Americans were up to. He couldn’t even tell his parents where he was located.  

Marvin said he let them know he was in the Philippines by writing in one letter, "Well dad, I just ran into one of your 

old girl friends here." From this statement, which was not cut out of the letter by the censors, his parents learned that he 

was in the Philippines. Of course the parents could write whatever they wanted back.  The soldiers each had an APO 

address to which the letters were mailed for delivery.  Grandma Pryer later told Marvin that some of the letters she 

received from him had so much cut out of them by the censors that there was hardly enough left to read.  Marvin 

recalled that one Thanksgiving it appeared in American newspapers that all soldiers overseas would be receiving a 

turkey dinner. His mother wrote to him asking if he had received the turkey dinner.  It just so happened that the 

Japanese had bombed the devil out of his unit that day.  Marvin wrote back that if that is the kind of turkey that was 

served on Thanksgiving then he did not want to have anything to do with it. The Japanese dive-bombed his unit that 

entire Thanksgiving Day. 

 When Marvin returned from the army, his dad couldn’t even see well enough to recognize him.  Roy would use 

a cane to help him get around. He would take a walk each day up to the mailbox and that was where he was (at the 

driveway to the house) when Marvin, who had taken a taxi from Springfield, arrived home from the army.  Roy didn’t 

know who it was at first but as soon as Marvin spoke, Roy recognized the voice. They hadn’t seen each other in about 

five years. 

 Marvin lived north of Ozark for a while.  It was at this time in 1947 that Roy Pryer died.  Shortly before dying 

Roy went around to each of his children’s homes and stayed about a week with each.  Roy was practically blind at this 

time. 

 Marvin recalls once, shortly before Roy’s death, that the family went swimming down on Bull Creek.  Roy 

could see the difference in light and dark.  On this occasion, Allene was standing in the water and the sunlight hit her 

in such a way that Roy, who was sitting on the bank, called out to her, "Allene, stay right where you are because I can 

see you." Marvin said that was the only time he ever saw Allene. 

 Roy had suffered from heart trouble for years so his death was not at all unexpected.  When Marvin got to be a 

pretty good sized boy his dad still tried to work a little bit.  He would do a little farming or would take a carpentry job 

that wouldn’t amount to a whole lot. Marvin said on a few occasions he would go along with his dad on these little jobs 

to help out.  His  father couldn’t work hard at anything because of  his disabilities.  After Marvin and Harold left 

home, Clyde is the one that kept the farm going. 

 Marvin said that when he was growing up, his family never took any trips to visit relatives in Kansas, 

Oklahoma, etc. The first time he left the state of Missouri was when he was 19 and went to California.  He went there 

with Claude Davis who was the same age.  Marvin got a job working on a ranch just north of San Francisco.  Lloyd 

Harden lived in southern California at the time.  When Harold Pryer graduated from high school, he returned to 

California with Lloyd, who had been to Missouri on a visit. Grandma Pryer wrote to Marvin and told him that Harold 

would soon be out there.  Marvin said he drove from the ranch near San Francisco to southern California to pick up 

Harold and take him back with him.  Marvin then helped Harold get a job on a neighboring ranch.  Harold would have 

been about 17 or 18 at the time.  After Marvin joined the service, Harold quit his job on the ranch and got a job 

working on the ranch which Marvin had just left.  Harold then quit that job, drove Marvin s car back to Missouri and 

then enlisted in the Marines.  Marvin said he didn’t think his mother and dad tried to talk him out of going to 

California.  He said it wouldn’t have done any good anyway.  Marvin’s car sat in the garage all during the war. The 

tires rotted out and when Marvin returned from the service he had to buy new tires.  There was a rule against taking 

tires from one vehicle and placing them on another during the war years.  So his new tires were wasted. 

  MY NOTE: Clyde, who had been in town, joined us at this time. 

 Marvin said that when he was a boy, relatives from out of state would visit his parents but he didn’t know who 

they were.  Marvin said he didn’t know much about his father’s family.  Clyde said that he never saw William Pieratt 



or any of his kids but he did see Jess Pieratt a time or two and his daughter, Tilly.  Roy Pryer had four half-sisters, two 

of which he never saw. Viola and Edna later came to Missouri. 

 Clyde said that when he was just a little kid, he saw Charles Pryer (his grandpa’s brother).  Charles was living 

in Oklahoma and came back to visit his brother, John Fletcher Pryer during his illness.  (MY NOTE:  I don t believe 

that Charles Pryer ever lived in Oklahoma but I m not sure. Anyway he didn’t live there when John F. Pryer died).  

Charles stayed in Spokane about a week during his brother’s illness.  Charles Pryer was a preacher and a great big man. 

 Clyde said his father didn’t know much about his family.  He knew the names of the two half-sisters that stayed 

in Pennsylvania but he never did see them.  Marvin said he never heard his father talk about them.  He saw Viola and 

Edna.  Clyde saw Edna a time or two. She was living in Colorado then. 

 Marvin said that one time he and Allene were in an area northeast of Springfield.  For some reason they 

stopped at a house.  The people there said that they were related to the Pryers in the Spokane area and knew of Roy 

Pryer. It was a woman that they spoke to. Marvin doesn’t remember the woman’s name or even what he and Allene 

were doing in that area to begin with. 

 Clyde said that his legs have been bothering him a lot.  He said they get tired too quickly and when they get 

tired they begin aching from the knees down.  He has been suffering from high blood pressure.  He has been on 

medication for the last three years. Clyde drives a 1983 model pick-up. He said he has had it two years last March and 

only had 5,000 miles on it. 

 Clyde said that he was 79 years old last February.  He said that when he was in the hospital in April, one of the 

nurses told him that if he still had a head of hair he would pass for a sixty year old. Clyde said he feels much older than 

sixty.  Earl was the only one of the Pryer boys that ended up with a full head of hair.  My father‘s hair was getting very 

thin on top as is Marvin’s.  Ora began going bald when he was in his twenties. Clyde is bald as is Harold.  Dutch s 

hair was very thin at the time he died. 

 Roy L. Pryer had a thick head of hair as a very young man but Clyde said that he was bald for as long as he 

could remember. Roy always claimed that the carbide light he wore while working in the mines was one of the reasons 

his hair began falling out but Clyde and myself are skeptical of this. Grandpa, John F. Pryer, still had a pretty good head 

of hair when he died as did Levi Harden. 

 Clyde said he still has the box of pictures that his mother had.  But a lot of them are gone.  He suspects that 

Mildred took a lot of the pictures when she left.  There used to be two boxes of pictures but now there is only one.  

Marvin said that when he was young growing up there were two boxes of pictures.  Marvin said that Allene put many 

of the pictures in the album that Grandma Pryer had right after he and Allene were married.  Allene would show the 

picture to grandma, grandma would tell who the picture was and then Allene would write the name on it as it was put 

into the album.  Marvin said that one box of pictures had been gone for years. 

 Marvin said that when he returned from the service, he was as dark as a Negro. It took him two years to get rid 

of the deep tan. When he got on the boat to return to the U.S. he was given a shirt to wear.  It was the first one he had 

worn in some time.  He said it was very hard for him to get used to wearing one again.  It seemed as though the shirt 

was choking him.  When growing up the Pryer boys went barefooted from spring until fall.  They worked barefoot in 

the fields.  When growing up they did wear shirts, even during the hot summer months.  Marvin always wore a shirt 

until he got in the army and served in the South Pacific.  There, none of the soldiers wore shirts.  Clyde said he got 

sunburned one time while swimming down on Bull Creek.  The burn was severe and that cured him of going without a 

shirt.  Clyde said stone bruises on bare feet were a problem.  Also, dew-poisoning which would get in under the toes 

causing them to crack open. He thought this was caused by walking barefoot on damp ground but wasn’t sure. 

 Clyde said his Grandma Pryer, Sarah, was a big woman but she got around pretty good.  She died in Kansas. 

She was in Lawrence visiting the Dewitts and Pieratts. She wrote to Roy saying she was coming home and told Roy 

what day to pick her up at the train depot in Ozark. Roy went up there that day but she wasn’t on it. The next day he 

went to the post office and received a telegram with the message that she had died.  Clyde said no one had the money 



to sent the body back to Spokane for burial so she was buried there in Lawrence. 

 Roy L. Pryer never learned to drive a car with a gear shift and foot feed. He did know how to drive the 

Model-Ts.  Marvin remembers him practicing with the newer cars.  Once he drove it upon a harrow.  Another time he 

knocked out the north end of the garage.  Marvin had left the car outside and Roy was trying to put it in the garage. 

 Clyde remembers on several occasions visiting the old Pryer homestead area with his father when he was just a 

kid.  Marvin said that Lum Dye lived in the shack that I saw when I visited the area a few years ago. Marvin said the 

old Pryer home place was about 30 yards on down the creek from this shack.  Marvin said that there used to be part of 

an old foundation which showed the site.  Clyde disagreed.  He said that the home place was on the south side of the 

creek.  Clyde said he was about 14 years old the last time he was at the place.  There used to be a big deep swimming 

hole in the creek called the Bilyeu or Blue hole.  Lum Dye lived in the old shack until the 1950 s.  The landscape has 

really changed in appearance because of some bulldozing in the area.  Also, the Bilyeu hole is now very small and may 

not even be a swimming hole any longer.  Clyde said the Enterprise School House was close by and there was a 

swinging foot bridge across the creek.  This was just below the Pryer place.  Roy Pryer went to school at Enterprise 

School.  Clyde can remember when an old bachelor lived in the Enterprise School. 

 

Interview With Clyde Pryer of Ozark, Missouri, 28 June 1985 

   Clyde is the oldest son of Roy L. Pryer. 

 Clyde said that he went to Montana in 1939 with some other young people from the Spokane area. His cousin, 

Cotton Billingsly had been going out there and working the previous summers.  Clyde got a job working on a ranch 

about 35 miles north of Helena, Montana. His post office address was Wolf Creek.  They went out there in April.  He 

was there for less than a year. 

 Clyde never saw Oren Gideon or Pryer Gideon.  They were children of Aunt Emma.  Clyde said he had heard 

that Oren was on a boat and the supply of food ran out.  The passengers drew straws to determine which would be 

killed and eaten by the others.  Oren lost.  Clyde has heard this story some place.  Clyde knew that Pryer Gideon was 

a carpenter in Springfield for a while.  He stopped down home once when Clyde was gone.  Clyde said that he (Clyde) 

worked at the Springfield carpentry work a little while for his Uncle John Harden.  He recalls his father, Roy Pryer, 

being up there once and he got in touch with Pryer Gideon. 

 Clyde said that he and his dad once looked for Emma’s grave at the old Hammond Cemetery in Highlandville.  

He estimates this happened during; the 1930’s.  Clyde said his dad didn’t remember where, in the graveyard, she was 

buried and of course there was no marker. 

 Clyde said his dad didn’t know much about his folks.  He never went back to Pennsylvania for a visit.  He 

never even saw his two half-sisters in Pennsylvania.  Clyde thought that his grandfather, John F. Pryer, heard from 

them occasionally. Perhaps a Christmas card now and then. 

 Clyde said a lot of his parent's pictures had disappeared.  Clyde thinks that Mildred may have taken some back 

to California with her. Clyde has seen several pictures of his mother when she was young.  He said she was a good 

looking girl. She was a little on the fleshy side. 

 Clyde said that he quit smoking around 1960.  He used to get a lot of prince Albert tobacco at Christmas from 

his relatives.  He would roll his own cigarettes.  Clyde said his dad smoked a pipe and also chewed tobacco. Clyde 

said that he never started smoking until he was in his twenties and was working with a crew in Springfield.  Clyde said 

someone should have been behind him with a size 13 shoe (to kick his butt).  Anyway, some of the crew he was 

working with offered him cigarettes and he got started. Finally he started buying his own rather than mooching of his 

co-workers. He said that at the time he quit smoking, he didn’t really intend to quit. But he was having some sinus 

problems and began letting up on his smoking. He was down to smoking just 2 or 3 a day.  He usually smoked one 

after supper.  One evening they had company and he skipped his after supper smoke.  When he got ready for bed he 

remembered that he hadn’t yet had his evening smoke.  He decided that he could probably do without it.  He said he 



continued carrying his tobacco and papers for about 3 weeks before discarding it all together. Sometimes, during the 3 

weeks, he had the urge to smoke. Sometimes he would even get out the cigarette paper and start to roll one.  But he 

decided it was time to quit and after a while no longer had the urge to smoke. 

 Clyde said that Marvin used to smoke but quit. He now chews. Dutch smoked until he died. Harold smokes a 

pipe. Earl smoked and chewed. He eventually quit the smoking. Clyde said that Ora and my father were the only two 

that didn’t smoke. 

 Clyde said that heart trouble ran in the Pryer family.  He said that everyone in his immediate family had heart 

problems.  Mildred had a heart attack in California before she had sugar diabetes. She was working at the garment 

factory and just keeled over.  She never worked outside the home after that.  She did recover to the point that she 

could work just fine around the home. The sugar diabetes is what really did her in. 

 Clyde said Mildred was in Missouri for my dad’s funeral. He said she came back for two visits after that.  First, 

Mildred, Grant, the girls and the boys came back.  Later on, Mildred, Steve, Margaret, and Marva June came in for a 

visit.  He thought this last visit was during the early 1970’s.  He said my mother was still living at the time of the visit 

and she died in February of 1971. Clyde said he hadn’t heard from Grant or any of them since Christmas when he 

received a card.  The last he heard was that Margaret’s daughter, Tracy, had married and she and her husband are living 

at Grant’s house. Clyde said Grant is in poor health. 

 On this day of my visit, Marvin had an accident in which he had injured his eye.  He was mowing the yard, hit 

some gravel, and one piece struck his eye.  He called his wife at work. She came home, picked him up and took him to 

the emergency room at St. John s Hospital in Springfield. The doctor put a patch over it. The eye had been scratched 

severely. 

 Clyde said that his father operated a blacksmith shop at the north edge of Spokane.  One of the jobs Clyde 

helped with was putting rims on wagon wheels.  He said it was a very hot job. He had to heat the rim, put it on the 

wheel, and then turn the wheel in a trench of water.  The blacksmith shop was located where the big gravel pile used to 

be at the north edge of Spokane. (MY NOTE: I believe this would be at the south end of the orchard of my 

grandparent’s place). 

 Roy Pryer and Bob Billingsly started the blacksmith shop together but Bob quit after a while.  Clyde said he 

was about 8 or 9 years old when it was started. Roy closed the shop around 1925. 

 The Pryer boys did some coon hunting. 

Harold Pryer’s family pretty well still lives in Oregon.  One daughter, Barbara, lives in Montana. The other two girls, 

Karen and Donna live in Oregon.  Dean has moved to Texas.  He may have moved back to Oregon.  Marvin doesn’t 

really know.  Karen and Dean were living together for a while.  They were living together last summer.  They were 

living in Eugene, Oregon.  Clyde said that Donna also lives in Eugene. Marvin said that Karen would probably never 

marry again.  She has sugar diabetes and must take shots all of the time for that. 

 

Short Interview With Myrtle Pryer of Spokane, Missouri, Oct. 1978 

   Myrtle was the wife of Roy L. Pryer. 

 Roy Pryer and all of his brothers and sisters were born in the Lawrence, Kansas area except for Grace who was 

born when they moved to Bull Creek. 

 Roy’s real name was Archie Leroy.  He changed it himself.  His name appears as Roy L. in military records. 

 

Interview With Opal Melton of Highlandville, Missouri, 6 March 1983 

 Roy Pryer did most of the work in building the home that Leamond Rollings lives in. Clyde and Fritz Pryer also 

helped. 

 Harve and Opal got out of the store business in Spokane.  They then moved into a "chicken house" near where 

Leamond Rollings now lives.  They lived there four weeks until the house was completed enough to move into. Roy 



and his son Clyde pretty well did all of the work on the house.  Opal and Harve were the first to live in it. The house 

was built in 1937. Opal said Roy Pryer was still able to do a day’s work.  She said Roy had built the store building in 

Spokane for them. Roy always called Opal the "cook". He ate one meal a day with them almost from the time Harve 

and Opal moved to Spokane.  Harve always had a job for Roy and he would eat the noon meal with them.  Clyde was 

usually around helping also.  Roy and Clyde also overhauled the house where Ray and Betty were born. 

 Dutch and his second wife divorced. She was Irma Farthing. They were only together a year or two.  Irma has 

remarried again. Irma said she got to where she was afraid of Dutch.  She also said Dutch had nothing when they 

married but when they split he was better off.  Opal said Irma would have been difficult to live with and much of what 

she says probably can’t be believed. Irma remarried Jan. 1, 1982.  Her new husband is named Charlie Steele and he is 

76 years old.  Irma was 70 in August or May of 1982. 

 

Interview With Bernice and Hazel Magers of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 25 July 1984 

 Dena Lou (Bilyeu) Rollings, once told me that the Pryer boys were a little on the ornery side.  Hazel said the 

Pryer boys didn’t have much to say. They were all on the shy side. 

 Roy Pryer always called the Pieratts the Pee Rats. 

Bernice Magers, Willard Smith, and Oscar Bowers were three of the pall bearers at the funeral of Roy Pryer.  Chaffin, 

at Ozark, was in charge of the funeral.  Bernice said that Chaffin told the pall bearers to be very careful.  Be sure not 

to give the handles any sudden jerks.  Roy was a heavy man. He was a big man. 

 Bernice said my dad was the only one of the Pryer boys that he was around very much.  He said he never did 

like Dutch and Ora.  He said "I thought about as little of Dutch as I ever thought of anybody."  Bernice said he used to 

run around with Clyde. Clyde used to take Bernice in his car and go chasing women.  Once they found them, Bernice 

would have to drive so that Clyde could hold one of them on his lap. Clyde always thought of himself as a lady’s man. 

Clyde is the same age as Carl Magers. 

 

Visit with Margaret (Galloway) at My Apartment, 1 July 1987 

 Mildred and her first husband (Galloway) were divorced after World War II.  James L. Galloway served in 

WWII.  Mildred lived with her parents with her daughter, Margaret, during this period.  J.L. Galloway received some 

wounds during the war.  Margaret said he was never the same.  He drank heavily and stole money from Mildred and 

also sold possessions to buy his booze.  James and Mildred lived for a short period of time in the Galena area after 

WWII ended.  That is where James was from and his parents lived there.  His father drowned while trying to rescue 

two kids from the river at Galena.  Anyway, James and Mildred had major difficulties and she left him and returned to 

live with her parents. [MY NOTE: My brother, Roger, said our dad went to Galena and helped Mildred move out.  

Roger said he could remember this.] Margaret was small at the time but she said James and Mildred had violent 

arguments and fights.  Margaret said she was always afraid of her father.  Margaret said she never saw him again after 

the night they left.  Mildred never talked about James nor allowed their two children to see him.  Margaret wanted to 

come to his funeral but Mildred refused to allow it.  Her father drowned at Stockton, California. 

 Mildred, when she left her husband, was pregnant with Marva June and she was born at the home of Grandma 

and Clyde in 1946.  Mildred then met Grant Davis and they were soon married.  Grant went to Waterloo, Iowa to find 

work.  He then got a place and then sent for Mildred and the two kids.  Margaret can remember Grandma Pryer and 

Mildred arguing.  Grandma didn’t want them to leave.  Grandma said the two kids would remain with her but Mildred 

said not way.  Mildred and her two kids rode as far as Des Moines with Mrs. Roush who had a daughter living there.   

 Margaret said Grant Davis had two previous marriages.  His first was to a woman from Illinois.  They had one 

daughter and were divorced.  They lived in Illinois.  Grant married again and lived in the Spokane area.  His second 

wife died in childbirth as did the child.  They are buried in the Chestnutridge area. 

 Margaret said her step-father always talked about moving to the San Fernando Valley.  He had seen the area in 



California during the time he was in the service.  Grant held several jobs in Waterloo and they lived in 3-4 different 

houses.  His main job was with DX Oil.  He also drove a laundry truck.  After moving his family to California in 

1958, he worked for General Motors until retirement.   

 Margaret, June, and their families returned for a visit to Missouri about 1977.   

Mildred had heart trouble as well as diabetes.  She had one leg removed during the 1970's and the other was taken off 

about 1981. 

 Margaret said Mildred always claimed to be a descendant of Indians.  Margaret said Grandma Pryer knew of 

this but refused to talk about it -- apparently because of some hanky panky??? [MY NOTE: I really do doubt the Indian 

connection.] 

 Margaret said that she served as Roy Pryer’s eyes during his old age.  The night he died, Margaret said Roy and 

Myrtle were sleeping in the small back bedroom.  Margaret and Mildred and probably June were sleeping in the large 

bedroom.  Margaret said she could remember that Roy yelled her name (Margaret!).  Margaret, only about nine years 

old at the time, crawled out of bed and went into Roy and Myrtle’s bedroom.  Roy never said another word but just fell 

backward onto the bed and was dead.  He had been sitting on the edge.  Margaret said Myrtle was asleep during this.  

Margaret said she had nightmares about dying for many years. 

 Margaret would take walks with Roy.  He had several canes.  She thought he was a wonderful guy. 

Betty (Pryer) Bolin [NOTE: Betty made the visit with Margaret] said that when Roy became blind, some of the 

grandkids (Betty, Margaret, Novella, Roger, Wilber, etc.) Would run in circles around him.  Roy would snag them with 

his cane, one at a time, until all had been caught.  He seemed to really enjoy his grandkids.  However, when he tired of 

playing with the kids, he would shush them off. 

 Both Margaret and Betty said that Grandma Pryer had a temper. 

Margaret said that Dutch and family, Marvin and wife, and Ora and wife visited their family about 1950 in Iowa.  

Mark and Clark were small babies at the time. 

 Margaret said Clark is about six feet tall and chunky. 

The girl that visited Missouri about 1962 was named Shirley.  She is now married and her name is Shirley Burnett.  

Shirley lived with Mildred’s family about 3-4 years during the early 1960's. 

 June, during her wild teenage years, went to live with her father’s sister in San Diego for about a year.  June 

was about 16 or 17 at the time. 

 

Interview with Marvin and Allene Pryer -- 21 Sept. 1996 (Marvin is my Uncle) 

 They asked where Ginny works.  Marvin goes to the doctor at Ferrell-Duncan which is a short distance away 

from Springfield Clinic. 

 Clark Davis died July 4, 1996.  Marvin had his obituary.  Clark had one child.  He had been married a couple 

of times.  The woman he was currently married to had a child.  And he also had one grandchild.  Marvin and Allene 

never met his wife.  They said that Clark was short but very, very fat.  Marva June is the one that sent the death notice.  

Clark was cremated and he always said he wanted his ashes “scattered to the four winds”.  So, that is what was done.  

Marva June said that she planned to put up a stone by Mark and her mother’s graves so that Clark wouldn’t be 

forgotten.  Clark was called “Paw Paw” by his grandkid.  The notice says something about Clark being a “Rock ‘n 

Roller”.  He also liked John Wayne.  Clark still had plenty of hair the last time that Marvin and Allene saw him.  But 

he kept it fairly short.  Clark may have been married three times.  He married first and had a boy named Raymond.  

Then, he married Connie, the one he was married to when he died.  Marvin and Allene were unaware that Clark had 

married Sue Earle in 1980.  Raymond’s mother was Catherine Arthur.   

 After Grant Davis returned to Missouri, Marvin saw him several times.  Grant even came to their house one 

time and Marvin visited him at the nursing home a few times.  Grant had heart trouble.  Grant’s father had died of 

heart trouble.   



 Marvin and Allene never hear from Margaret’s kids.  Margaret’s daughter, Tracy, does police work like her 

father did.  I got Marva June’s address from them.  Marva June worked in a hospital the last the Marvin and Allene 

knew.  Marva had two sons by different fathers.  She never married either one of them.  One of the children is now 

dead.  Marvin and Allene thought the one that died was Alex D’Anelli.  Mildred sent me some data on this family 

about 15 years ago but I’m not sure it is correct with regard to the birthdates of these two kids.  Robert Galloway, her 

oldest, was born in March of 1967.  Marvin and Allene said that Marva was pregnant when my dad died in July of 

1967.  They said that Robert Galloway was born after he died. ???  I don’t know but will go with Mildred.  Marvin 

said that she never said anything about being pregnant so I suspect that she just had the weight on even though she had 

already given birth to the kid.  I’m not sure, but I thought Allene said that D’Anelli died about 1987 or 1989. 

 Marvin and Allene still hear from Harold’s family.  Karen suffered a stroke and will never be the same.  Her 

speech and one side of her body has been affected.  She lives with Harold and Irene and they take care of her.  Karen 

has a son, Erik Dean Fleming.  Barbara has three children.  Donna also had three children.  Allene thinks the last one 

may be named David.  Allene has birth announcements on these but says they are stashed away and she said it would 

take forever to find them.  So, I didn’t push for them.   

 Wilford and Ann’s youngest child, Angela, has also married.  She married earlier this year (1996).  She 

graduated from college and worked at Dallas.  She had been previously engaged.  She lives in Dallas now and her 

husband is named James Moore.  They have bought a house on Mockingbird Lane in Dallas.   

 Wilber’s kids: Terry had one child and has been married several times.  Tony has three kids.  Tony is still in 

the army and is now in New Guinea.  Marvin said that he had served in New Guinea during WWII.  Tony is supposed 

to be there for around 9 months and according to his mother, Gerry, he doesn’t have very much to do and it is about to 

drive him nuts.  Tammy has two children.  The last one, Samantha, was born in 1989.  Tim Pryer has been married at 

least three times.  He has two step-children (according to Allene).  Tim was married to Tommy Bilyeu’s daughter for a 

little while.  Tammy lives on “Quail Road” north of Ozark.  They have a very nice house.  Her husband, Al Miller, 

works out of Ozark.  He is in the ambulance business and has done well.  He even sends ambulances over seas.   

 Novella’s youngest son, Jeff, got married.  Jeff was working in a show at Branson.  Allene said she thought the 

other son, Mark, was on Colorado.  Allene doesn’t see that much of John and Novella.  They were on a trip to the 

Balkan countries not too long ago.  Novella also went on an Alaskan cruise not long ago.  John didn’t go with her.  

She is always traveling.  She quit working for Dr. Thomasson several years ago.  She had some back trouble or 

something like that which hindered her working.  She now helps John in his business. 

 Betty (Pryer) Bolin has 3 grandkids and two step-grandkids.  Chris and Chad each have one child.  Chad also 

has two step daughters.  Chris has a girl and Chad has a little boy.  Chad’s wife drives a school bus.  Chad worked in 

a garage at Nixa the last Marvin heard.  Chris is a janitor at the Highlandville School.  Both are big boys.  Chad is 

bigger than Chris.  Chad is a little over 6 feet and weighs a lot.  He wears size 14 shoes.  They had a hard time even 

buying clothing for him because he was so big.   

 Marvin and Allene said that the Harden’s were tall and skinny.  Uncle John Harden was tall and skinny as was 

Uncle Charlie.  Marvin can barely remember Uncle Art Harden.  He died when a tree fell on him.  Of Art’s children, 

only one girl (Margaret) and one boy are still living.  Lloyd Harden and his wife both died.  He about 3 years ago and 

she a year or two ago.  Margaret had a grandchild that was killed in a car wreck not too long ago and he left a wife and 

a couple of kids.  This happened last year (1995).  Margaret’s husband, Andy Riott, was also killed in a car\train 

wreck.  He was a cousin or an Uncle to George Riott at Abesville.   

 Marvin said that the red hair came in through his mother’s side of the family.  She (Myrtle) had red hair.  Roy 

used to tease her about her being his “red-headed woman” and she would get so angry with him.  Roy’s hair was very 

black.  He lost almost all of his hair.  He had just a little ridge around his ears and down his neck when he died.  It 

never did turn a full grey although it did have some grey in with the black.  Marvin could remember when he had a few 

hairs on top of his head but when he died, he was slick bald.  Marvin never saw any of his grandparents except his 



Grandma Harden.   

 During the 1960's, Marvin ran for public office and while campaigning in the northern part of the county, he 

came across a woman that said she was related to the Pryers around Spokane.  (MY NOTE: I suspect that if related, it 

was by marriage).  Anyway, she was a very old woman and she told Marvin that she knew Ed Pryer and Roy Pryer 

from her young days.   

 Marvin told a story about Ed Pryer getting on a boat and then disappearing.  (MY NOTE: He is a little 

confused.  Ed Pryer did disappear but it wasn’t from a boat.  This is what happened to Oren Gideon.)  Marvin said 

that in his dad’s later years he heard about an Ed Pryer living at Cassville.  Marvin said that Roy went to Cassville to 

talk to the man but that this Ed Pryer died before he got there.  So, he didn’t get to see him.  Marvin said that some of 

the Pryers changed their name to Pieratt.  (MY NOTE: Again Marvin is totally messed up as the Pieratts were a 

different family but were related to the Pryers).   

 Allene said that when they lived in California, Harold and Marvin would drive to work together.  They would 

go down Hwy. 101 and were stopped by the cops several times.  But the bank president was named Harold Prier and 

the cops never gave them a ticket because he apparently thought they were related.  Marvin and Allene lived in 

California got a little while.  Marvin went to CA in 1939 and was there until he went into the army.  After he came 

back from the army, he went back to CA and he married Allene in Reno, Nevada even though they actually lived in 

California.  Ora and Edith came out to visit them.  Allene took them to work one day and Marvin and Ora decided to 

come back home.  So, they turned around, went home and packed and returned to Missouri.  They were in Missouri 

for only a year or so then Marvin and Allene moved back to California for two more years before returning to Missouri 

for good.  They came back this time because Allene’s Grandma McCoy was very sick.  This would have been in 1950.  

Margie was born the next year.  Marvin said he worked on a ranch in CA before the war.  Then after the war both 

Marvin and Harold lived and worked in Eureka, CA.  The ranch he worked on before the war was about half-way 

between Petaluma and Vallejo just north of San Francisco.  Marvin was also working there when he returned from the 

war and Allene went out there and they got married.  They then decided to move to Eureka where Harold lived.  

Marvin was totally gone from Christian County from 1939-1945.  He was in the army from 1941-1945.  Marvin says 

he still has some shrapnel in his body.  Marvin has some severe heart problems.  He has a wire in his neck running 

down. 

 M said his dad was one of the first two get a radio in the Spokane area.  It operated off of two batteries.  One 

was a car battery.  Before the radio they had something called an “amberolla”?? (cylindrical record player).  Kids in 

the Spokane vicinity would like to visit the Pryers on Saturday night and they would listen to it.   

 Before electricity came to Spokane, Roy Pryer took an old car generator and hooked it up with a gas motor and 

he ran lights into the house long before REA came to Spokane.  This would have been in the 1920's.  Roy Pryer had a 

knack for anything mechanical.  Electricity didn’t come to Spokane until the 1940's.  Marvin and Allene said that 

Grandma and Clyde always had just one light bulb hanging overhead in each room of the house.  Marvin said his 

parents were stern disciplinarians.  If they got a whipping at school, then they got another one when they got home.  

Marvin said that he is glad that they were strict as it helped keep them out of trouble -- even after they left home.  He 

said his mother spanked them just as often as his dad.  Marvin said they were not above playing jokes on people -- 

especially at Halloween -- but they didn’t destroy things.   

 Marvin and Allene said my dad almost bit a mules ear off one time.  This was before he got married.  He was 

trying to put a bridle on the mule and it tried to bit him.  This made Fritz mad and he grabbed the mule and almost bit 

the end of the mule’s ear off.  After Fritz got married, Roy Pryer gave him two old mules (Jack & Beck) that he had 

there at home.  One of them was the same one he bit on the ear.  He used them for farm work.  Then Fritz got an old 

grey mare and it had a colt.  He raised them to be work horses.  (MY NOTE: I remember these two horses from when 

I was a kid.  They were named Beaut and Pats -- probably short for Beauty and Patsy).  Fritz then sold the two mules 

to someone.  But he used them for several years.  Marvin said he drove the team with a load of chickens in a wagon 



from Reno Hollow to the McNatt place when Fritz moved his family there in the late 1930's.  Harve and Opal lived 

very close by.  The houses are now gone.  They were located almost directly south of where Marvin and Allene now 

live.  One of the old houses was two story.  Some new houses have been built in that area.   Marvin and Allene 

said that Hilma Brumley has moved into a trailer home next to one of her grandaughters so that she wouldn’t have so 

much to take care of.  She is well into her 90's.  Josie Bridges, age 97, lives in a big house by herself.  She was 

Charlie Bridges wife.  Percy Bridges and his wife are both dead.  Percy’s wife was related to Allene.  Percy’s dad was 

a brother to Josie’s dad and to Allene’s Grandma.  Lonnie Bridges was married to Landon Melton’s sister.  Also 

Harve Melton’s sister.  Bert Bridges was married to a Bryant.   

 Marvin said that when he returned to Missouri he worked at a garage in Highlandville where Combs Store was 

later located.   

 Allene told the story about Clyde driving to Ozark and picking up Hessie Melton who was walking to Ozark 

with one of her kids.  Hessie married an Atwood and had two girls.  Clyde stopped his vehicle and said “Get in 

Hessie”.  Hessie said “I Don’t know you and I’m not getting in with you”.  To which Clyde said . . . . 

 Marvin said Clyde only came close to getting married one time when he was a very young man.  But they split 

up and she married someone else.  Clyde never went out with another girl.  Allene said he was very shy and just didn’t 

date.  He had a terrible time even talking to women.  Marvin said that he and Clifton Harden were at the Green Mound 

church one time and Clyde also showed up.  Marvin and his buddies each had a girl and there was an extra girl who 

was older.  So, he went to Clyde and introduced him to her and Marvin said Clyde took her home and that was it.  She 

lived on Green Mound Ridge.   

 Marvin said all of the Pryer boys teased Clyde and gave him a hard time.  Clyde once bought him a new saddle.  

This would have been in the mid-30's.  Marvin and Harold decided they wanted to ride a steer so they got a heifer and 

put Clyde’s new saddle on it.  MY NOTE: The tape ran out at this point and I don’t know the rest of the story. 

 

Letter from Marva (Galloway) James of Palmdale, California (16 April 1997) 

 I have completed the forms as much as possible.  Stevie has a little girl but I don’t know her DOB or where.  I 

lost track of Cindy when Amy was about a year old.  She moved up north with the baby.  She and Stevie were never 

married and he refused to acknowledge the child.  He told her he didn’t want kids but she did and got pregnant.  

Maggie and I acknowledged the baby as part of our family and Stevie got upset with us.  Therefore I don’t have a close 

relationship with Stevie anymore.  I’m going to give you Tracy’s address because she and I talked about this.   She 

has the information somewhere, just has to find it.  Stevie also got married last year finally and she has that info.  I 

wasn’t sent an invitation so I don’t know the date or name.  Tracy is a very lovely person and she is very dear.  She 

will help you if you drop her a line.  She needs to be reminded sometimes, what person doesn’t.  She also asked me if 

I would ask for copies of all this when you have it completed.  Connie would also like a copy for Clark’s grandson.  If 

you could send me a copy, I can make other copies at work for everyone.   

 

Interview With Opal Melton -- 6 March 1983 

 Harve & Opal used to own the house where Leamond Rollings now lives. They sold it to Carnahans and they 

had it a short time and then sold it to Mr. Rollings. Four acres where the house is, 20 acres to the N. toward the Pryer 

home place, and 4 acres across the road where the cabins are built. After the cabins were built Carnahan sold out. The 

house where Leamond lives now and the barn were built by Harve & Opal. There was no buildings on the corner when 

Harve & Opal moved there. Harve & Opal bought the land from Ben Billingsley, Bob?s baby brother. Opal said there 

had been a house there at one time. But that was before she could remember. There were several tall Poplar trees there. 

John F. Pryer lived there and died there. Opal said that Roy Pryer actually did most of the work on building the home 

that Leamond Rollings lives in. Clyde also helped. 

 Harve & Opal got out of the store in Spokane. They then moved into a “chicken house near where Leamond 



Rollings now lives. They lived there four weeks until the house was completed enough to move into. Roy Pryer & 

Clyde built the house where L. Rollings now lives. Opal & Harve were the first to live in it. The house was built in 

1937. Opal said Roy Pryer was still able to do a day?s work. She said Roy had built the store building in Spokane for 

them. Roy always called Opal the cook. He ate one meal a day with them almost from the time Harve & Opal moved to 

Spokane. Harve always had a job for Roy and he would eat the noon meal with them. Clyde was usually around helping 

also. Roy & Clyde also overhauled the house where Ray & Betty were born. 

 Dutch and his second wife divorced. She was Irma Farthing. They were only together a year or two. Irma has 

remarried again. Irma said she got to where she was afraid of Dutch. She also said Dutch had nothing when they 

married but when they split he was better off.  Opal said Irma would have been difficult to live with and much of what 

she says probably can?t be believed. 

 

Interview with Harold Pryer of North Bend, Oregon, 4 May 2002 (Harold had flown in for his brother’s funeral and I 

spoke with him a few minutes at the funeral home during visitation.) 

 Harold said that he and Irene were married in California in 1948.  They went to Eureka, California on their 

honeymoon.  Jobs were plentiful at the time in that area so they decided to make Eureka their home.  They lived there 

a few years and in some other towns over the years including Modesto, California; Springfield, Oregon; Great Bend, 

Oregon.  He took a job in Modesto about 1962.  Harold’s brother-in-law lived there and he learned of the opening 

through him.  Harold’s family settled in Great Bend about 1974 and he lived there at the time of his retirement in 1986.  

Harold was an electrician and electrical engineer. 

 Harold golfed a lot after retirement but he has been unable to do so in recent years because of congestive heart 

failure.  He had a heart attack in April of 2001 after a visit to Missouri.  He was returning home by way of Texas (to 

visit a friend there) and had a heart attack in Amarillo. 

 Harold’s son, Dean, has a ministry through Social Services.  Daughter, Karen, is in very poor health as the 

result of a stroke and diabetes, and lives in an assisted living facility.  Dean lives at Tillmook, Oregon and the three 

daughters all live in Eugene.  The youngest daughter, Donna, is married to a man that had a prosperous trash collection 

service in Eugene for several years.  But he was bought out a few years ago for a half-million dollars and now works in 

the maintenance for the city of Eugene. 

 Harold said that he still travels quite a lot. 

 

Death Certificate of Roy L. Pryer 

   1.  Place of Death 

  a.  County:  Christian 

  b.  City or town:  Spokane, Missouri   South Galloway Township 

  c.  Length of stay in this community:  40 years 

   2.  Full Name:  Roy L. Pryer 

   3.  If Veteran:  -- 

   4.  Sex:  Male     5.  Race:  white 

   6.  Single, Widowed, Married, Divorced: married 

   7.  Name of Husband or Wife:  Myrtle Pryer 

   8.  Birth Date of Deceased:  July 17, 1879 

   9.  Age:  67 years, 10 months, 0 days 

 10.  Birthplace:  Lawrence, Kansas 

 11.  Occupation:  Farmer 

 12.  Name of Father:  John F. Pryer   13.  Birthplace:  Penn. 

 14.  Mother’s Maiden Name:  Sarah Wilkinson 15.  Birthplace:  Illinois 



 16.  Informant:  Mrs. Myrtle Pryer, Spokane, Missouri 

 17.  Burial:  May 21, 1947 at Spokane Cemetery 

 18.  Funeral Home:  T. B. Chaffin, Ozark, Mo. 

 19.  Usual Residence of Deceased 

  a.  County:  Christian Co., Missouri 

  b.  City or town:  Spokane, Missouri 

 20.  Date of Death:  May 17, 1947   10:30 p.m. 

 21.  Cause of Death:  Coronary Thrombosis (5 minutes;  Essential Hypertention (2 yrs.) 

 

Obituary of Roy L. Pryer, Christian County Republican, 22 May 1947 

Roy L. Pryer 

 Funeral services for Roy L.  Pryer,  67,  who died Saturday, May 17 at his  home at Spokane,  were held 

Wednesday afternoon in the Spokane  Church, conducted by Rev. Reg Mapes.  Burial was in Spokane Cemetery under 

direction of the Chaffin Funeral Home of Ozark. 

 A  veteran of the Spanish-American War,  he was united in marriage  in 1905 to Myrtle O. Harden and to this 

union were born eight children. 

 Survivors include the widow,  seven sons,  Clyde of the home,  Chester and  Fred  of  Highlandville,  

Marvin,  Earl and Ora  of  Ozark,  Harold  of Petaluma,  Calif., and Mildred Galloway of the home.  He is also 

survived by nine grandchildren,  one sister,  Mrs.  Grace Hilton of Kansas City, a half-brother, Jess Peratt of 

Lawrence, Kansas, and a host of friends. 

 

News Article About The Death of Fred C. Pryer, “Springfield News-Leader” 3 July 1967 

Mishap Fatal To Carpenter  

Dies Under Tractor 

     Ozark -- Funeral arrangements are pending today for a 52 year old carpenter found dead beneath his overturned 

tractor by a son Sunday. 

     Fred C. (Fritz) Pryer, of four miles southwest of Highlandville, left home about 10 a.m. to work with his tractor in 

a field east of his home, a spokesman for Harris Funeral Home, Ozark, said.  When he failed to come home for lunch, 

his wife sent a son, John, to look for him. The son found Mr. Pryer beneath the tractor. He apparently died almost 

instantly. 

     Mr. Pryer was employed by Turner Building Company, 2311 Rosebrier, Springfield. 

     He is survived by his wife, Bernita; four sons, Ray, of Topeka, Kan.; Roger, 1407 East Lindberg, Springfield; 

Wayne, 726 ½ East Lombard; and John, of the home. 

     Other survivors include six brothers, Clyde and Earl, of Spokane; Chester, Ora and Marvin, all of Ozark; and 

Harold, of Springfield; one sister, Mrs. Mildred Davis, Pacoima, Calif.; his mother, Mrs. Myrtle Pryer, Spokane; and 

seven grandchildren. 

     The body was taken to Harris Funeral Home in Ozark. 

 

Obituary of Mrs. Bernita Pryer, “Springfield News-Leader” Feb. 1971 

Mrs. Bernita Pryer 

     Mrs. Bernita Pryer, 60, of Highlandville, died at 6:30 a.m. Saturday in Cox Medical Center in Springfield.  She 

was a life-long resident of the Highlandville-Spokane community and a member of Ponce de Leon Methodist Church. 

     Surviving are four sons, Ray Pryer, of Topeka, Kan., and Roger, Wayne, and John Pryer all of Springfield; eight 

grandchildren; two brothers, Carl Magers of San Diego, Calif., and Bernice Magers of Harrisburg, pa.; and a sister, 

Mrs. Opal Melton, Highlandville. 



     Funeral services for Mrs. Pryer were at 2 p.m. Tuesday in the Spokane Baptist Church with the Rev. George 

Bishop officiating.  Burial was in Highlandville Cemetery. 

 

Obituary of Myrtle Pryer, died 4 July 1982 

 Spokane -- Myrtle Pryer, 98, Spokane, died at 1:50 p.m. Sunday of natural causes in Christian County Nursing 

Home.  Born in the state of Illinois, she came with her family in a covered wagon to the Spokane area. She was a 

member of Mount Carmel Union Church.  Survivors include one daughter, Mrs. Mildred Davis, Pacoima, California; 

three sons, Clyde, of the home, Marvin, Route 1, Ozark, and Harold, North Bend, Oregon; 16 grandchildren; 33 

great-grandchildren; and seven great-great-grandchildren. Services will be announced by Harris of Ozark. 

 

Obituary of Mearl Pryer, Springfield Leader & Press, April 1982 

Mearl Pryer 

 She died 31 March 1982.  Services for Mearl Pryer, 68, Spokane, will be at 2 p.m. Friday at the Harris Funeral 

Chapel in Ozark with the Rev. George Bishop officiating. Burial will be in the Spokane Cemetery. 

 Mrs. Pryer died at 2:08 a.m. Wednesday at Cox Medical Center after a two-year illness. 

Born in Walnut Shade in Taney County, Mrs. Pryer resided in Spokane several years before moving to Ozark in 1944.  

She returned to Spokane in 1967. 

 Mrs. Pryer operated a ceramics shop in Ozark and Spokane, and was a member of Faith Baptist Church in 

Spokane. 

 Survivors include two sons, Wilford, Tulsa, Okla., and Wilber, Spokane;  one daughter,  Mrs. Novella 

Whittington, Springfield; three brothers, Earl Call, of the home, Jess Call, Reeds Spring, and Fred Call, Billings, 

Montana; three sisters, Mrs. Pearl Cochran, Mesa, Arizona, Mrs. Ruth Dennis, Lamar, and Mrs. Rose O’Connell, 

Springfield; 10 grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. 

 

Interview with Novella (Pryer) Whittington, 25 March 2014 

 Earlier today I talked to Earl's daughter, Novella, and asked her about the picture.  She is familiar with it.  

There can be no doubt that the subjects are Earl and his grandson, Tony, Wilber's son.  The picture was taken outside 

Earl and Mearl's home at Spokane.  Earl had been plowing a field with his horse behind their place of business and had 

returned to the barn that evening and was tending to the horse when overcome with a massive heart attack.  Novella 

said that Tony and Mearl were in the house at the time.  Mearl had called out to the barn for Earl to come to the house 

and had gotten no response.  So, she walked toward the barn and saw from a distance that Earl was lying underneath 

the horse.  She screamed for help and Tony came running.  Tony is the one that pulled Earl out from under the horse.  

Tony said that Earl's arms were crossed and that he had a peaceful smile on his face.  The horse had been stepping on 

Earl as his body contained numerous bruises.  Novella went on to say that Earl had not complained or had any 

previously known heart problems.  But it was a hot July day and he had worked hard plowing the field with his horse.   

 

Obituary of Mildred Davis, Jan. 1984 

Mildred Davis 

 Pacoima, Calif. -- Services and burial for Mildred Pryer Davis, 66, Pacoima, were in California. Mrs. Davis died 

Jan. 15 in a hospital after a long illness.  A native of Spokane, Mo., she moved to California several years ago.  

Survivors include her husband, Grant; two daughters, Margaret Killman, Granada Hills, and Marva James, Palmdale; a 

son, Clark, brothers, Clyde and Marvin Pryer, both of Ozark, Mo., and Harold Pryer, North Bend, Oregon. 

 

Funeral Bulletin of Mildred Marie Davis 

 Date of Birth:  June 5, 1917 at Spokane, Missouri 



 Date of Death:  January 15, 1984 at Sun Valley, California 

 Services:  Thursday, January 19, 1984  1:00 p.m. Glen Haven Mortuary Chapel 

 Officiant:  Reverend George Walters 

 Interment:  Glen Haven Memorial Park, San Fernando, California 

 Marva’s sons:  Alex D’Anelli & Robert Gallaway 

 Margaret’s ex:  Steve Kijula Sr. 

 Margaret’s son:  Steve Kijula Jr. 

 Marva’s husband:  Alonzo James 

 Margaret’s husband:  Lance Killman 

 

Obituary of Clyde Pryer in Springfield, Missouri Newspaper 

     Clyde died 1 April 1987 

Clyde Pryer 

 Clyde R. Pryer, 81, Route 1, Ozark, died Wednesday at 2:15 p.m. in the home of a brother after apparently 

suffering a heart attack. 

 A longtime resident of Spokane, he moved to Ozark in 1982.  He was a retired farmer and of the Baptist belief. 

 He is survived by two brothers and sisters-in-law, Marvin and Allene Pryer, of the home, and Harold and Irene 

Pryer, North Bend, Oregon; a brother-in-law, Grant Davis, Pacoima, California; and several nieces and nephews. 

 Funeral services will be at 2 p.m. Sunday in Harris Chapel, Ozark, with the Rev. Howard Blevins officiating.  

Burial will be in Spokane Cemetery. 

 

Memorial Record of Clyde Pryer’s Funeral 

 Escorts:  Roger Bolin, Wilfred Pryer, Wilbur Pryer, Roger Pryer, Wayne Pryer, John Pryer 

 Honorary Escorts:  Tom Beedles, John Whittington 

  Music:   "Amazing Grace"  "It Will Be Worth It All." by Darrell Hinds and Mrs. Patty McDaniel; Mrs. 

Frieda Sweet Accompanist and Organist 

 Clyde Ray Pryer 

  Born:  February 13, 1906 

  Died:  April 1, 1907 

Services Held:   Harris Chapel – Ozark, Missouri  --  April 5, 1987 at 2:00 p.m. Officiating:  Rev. Howard Blevins 

  Interment:  Spokane Cemetery – Spokane, Missouri 

 

Funeral Memorial Card for Margaret (Galloway) Killman 

 Born: 15 Sept. 1942 in Missouri 

 Died: 18 Nov. 1889 in Palmdale, California 

 Funeral Services were 24 Nov. 1989 at 1:30 p. At 1st Assembly of God in Lancaster California. 

 Officiating: Rev. Bill McKenzie 

 Buried: Desert Lawn Memorial Park -- Palmdale, California 

 Directors: Halley-Olsen Funeral Chapels 

MY NOTE: Margaret died of cancer.  She got very sick in late 1987 shortly before she planned to return to Missouri 

for another visit.  She was operated on and lived about two years.  Her sister, Marva June (James) lives in Palmdale, 

California.  We in Missouri were unaware of her illness until her death. 

 

California Death Index 

 Mark S. Davis died 2 Dec. 1969 in Los Angeles County 



 

Galena Cemetery -- Stone Co., Missouri 

 Galloway, James L.  b. 9 Aug. -?-   d. 8 June 1953 

 

Ozark Headliner -- 25 Nov. 1976 

Chester L. Pryer 

 Chester L. (Dutch) Pryer, 66, Highlandville, died at 12:15 a.m. Thursday in Cox Medical Center, Springfield, 

after a short illness. 

 A retired mechanic and carpenter, he was a member of Highlandville First Baptist Church.  He was a life long 

Highlandville and Spokane area resident. 

 Survivors include his daughter, Mrs. Betty Bolin, Highlandville; his mother, Mrs. Myrtle Pryer, Spokane; five 

brothers, Clyde and Earl, both of Spokane, and Ora and Marvin, both of Ozark, and Harold, of North Bend, Oregon; a 

sister, Mrs. Mildred Davis, Pacoima, California; and two grandsons. 

 

Ozark Headliner -- 10 Nov. 1977 

Ora E. Pryer 

 Ora E. Pryer, 64, Ozark, died at 2 p.m. Thursday after suffering an apparent heart attack at his brother’s home on 

Rt. 1, Ozark. 

 Mr. Pryer was a native of Spokane.  He lived in Ozark since 1935 and was an employee of Major Cheese 

Company here for 30 years.  He was a member of Selmore Baptist Church. 

 Survivors include his mother, Mrs. Myrtle Pryer, Spokane; three brothers, Clyde, of Spokane, Marvin, of Route 

1, Ozark, and Harold, of North Bend, Oregon; and a sister, Mrs. Mildred Davis, Pacoima, California. 

 Services were at 2:30 p.m. Sunday in Harris Chapel of Ozark with the Rev. Max Edmondson and Howard 

Blevins officiating.  Burial was in Selmore Cemetery. 

 

Springfield News & Leader -- Sunday, 4 Dec. 1994 

Grant H. Davis 

 Forsyth -- Died Saturday in Skaggs Community Health Center -- Died 3 Dec. -- Funeral held Monday in Forsyth 

Whelchel Chapel with burial in Spokane Cemetery.  He was a retired car assembler.  Age was 80. 

 

“Christian County Republican” -- 25 July 1963 

Mrs. Merle Pryer 

 Mrs. Merle Pryer, 59, a lifelong resident of Highlandville, died at 7:45 a.m. Tuesday (23 July) in the state 

hospital at Mt. Vernon.  A member of the Highlandville Baptist Church, Mrs. Pryer is survived by her husband, C. L. 

(Dutch) Pryer, a daughter, Mrs. Betty Bolin, two sisters, Mrs. Flossie Ware and Mrs. Edna Tennis, and a brother, 

Lawton Melton, all of Highlandville. 

 Funeral services were at 2 p.m. Thursday (today) in Highlandville Baptist Church with the Rev. Charles W. 

Creibaum and the Rev. Howard Blevins officiating.  Burial was in Highlandville Cemetery under direction of Harris of 

Ozark. 

 

Obituary of Earl T. Pryer “Springfield Leader-Press” -- 8 July 1977 

Earl T. Pryer 

 SPOKANE-Services for Earl T. Pryer, 69, a lifelong resident here will be at 2 p.m. Saturday in the Harris 

Chapel, Ozark, with the Rev. George Bishop officiating. Burial will be in Spokane Cemetery. 

 Mr. Pryer, a retired mechanic, died at 10 a.m. Thursday at his home here after a short illness. He was a member 



of the Faith Baptist Church in Spokane.  

 Survivors include his wife, Mearl; two sons, Wilford, of Tulsa, Okla., and Wilber, of Spokane; a daughter, Mrs. 

Novella Whittington, St. Louis; his mother, Mrs. Myrtle Pryer, Spokane; four brothers, Clyde of Spokane, Ora and 

Marvin, both of Ozark, and Harold, of North Bend, Ore.; a sister, Mrs. Mildred Davis, of Pacoima, Calif.; and 10 

grandchildren. 

 

Magazine Article about Wilber Gene Pryer, December 1986 

Of Special Interest 

With all of Wilber Pryer’s hobbies and handicrafts, it’s a wonder he has the time to work as a front dock loader on the 

3:30 p.m. to midnight shift.  Wilber has been employed as a warehouseman since March, 1985. 

Wilber was born in the house in which he now lives.  He went to school the first four years in Spokane.  Then, their 

family moved to Ozark, where he graduated in 1953. 

After working a short time in Wichita, Kansas and Yakima, Washington, he and his mother started a ceramics business 

in Ozark. 

After he and Gerry married, they moved to Spokane in 1958, back into his “old home place.”  It’s a good thing he likes 

working with wood and cement,” Gerry said, because “when we moved in, it was only a four room house with tar paper 

siding and a running path.”  Today, however, their home is a large, rock, rectangular home with room enough for the 

four children, Tim, from Spokane; Terry at Ozark; Tony, in Biloxi, MS and Tammy, in Spokane. 

Wilber and Gerry are the proud grandparents of Christina, four; Cody, three, and Cassy, one-year-old, whose parents are 

Tony and Missy.  Three-year-old Bradley is the son of Terry; Tammy and Al Miller have a two-year-old son, Weston. 

Wilber loves country music which he plays on the guitar and fiddle.  His favorites are Hank Williams, Sr. and George 

Jones. 

One can tell by looking, that the fiddles and dulcimers made by Wilber are an act of love.  Each is not made for profit, 

but for joy, and each is painstakingly carved, sanded, and created, by a man who loves his work enough to even put a 

mother of pearl inlay on the finger board of some of them. 

When Wilber’s sister worked for the Barker Chain Saw Company, they needed a model for the Ranger saw, and she 

knew who could do the job.  After she supplied the drawings and measurements, Wilber carved the model out of 

plaster. 

Another of Wilber’s loves is old cars, and how their romance and intrigue can be restored to the blossom of their youth.  

He has given new life to:  a 1966 Mustang, which he made into a pickup)u; a 1946 Ford coupe; a 1953 Chevy Bel 

Aire; and a 1955 Mercury Montclair. 

Wilber Pryer is a busy man, to say the least.  He may have spare time, but it’s not idle time.  It is productive, in a day 

and age when time is our most precious commodity.  Wilber uses his time and his talents to enrich and beautify the 

world around him, and in doing so beautifies the world around us. 

Tom Lancaster, Warehouse Night Supervisor said, “It is a pleasure to work with this type of employee, who seems to 

take as much pride in his work as he does in his cars and woodwork.  We are very proud of him at Consumers. 

 

Obituary of Wilber Pryer, “Springfield News-Leader” -- 9 May 1990 

Wilber Gene Pryer 

 Spokane -- Wilber Gene Pryer, 54, Spokane, died Monday evening in St. John’s Regional Health Center, 

Springfield, after suffering a heart attack. 

 He lived most of his life in Spokane and graduated from Ozark High School. He was a charter member of Faith 

Baptist Church of Spokane. Wilber had been employed by Consumers Wholesale Grocery. An artist and craftsman, he 

made musical instruments, ceramics and restored antique cars. He also performed as a vocalist with a local band. He is 

survived by his wife, Geraldine "Gerry"; three sons, Tim Gene Pryer, Galena, Terry Dean Pryer, Spokane, and Tony Lee 



Pryer, Hulbertfield, Fla.; a daughter, Tammy Renee Miller, Spokane; six grandchildren, Christina, Cody, and Casey 

Pryer, Hurlbertfield, Fla. , Bradley Pryer, Nixa, and Weston and Samantha Miller, Spokane; a brother, Wilford E. Pryer, 

Tulsa, Okla.; and a sister, Novella Whittington, Springfield.  

 Services will be at 2 p.m. Thursday in Adams Funeral Home, Ozark, with Pastor George Bishop officiating. 

Burial will be in Spokane Cemetery.  

 Visitation will be from 7 to 8:30 p..m. today in the funeral home. 

 

Obituary of Irene PryerThe World, Coos Bay, Oregon, Saturday, May 27, 2000, page A5 

Irene C. Pryer 

 No official service will be held for Irene C. Pryer, 71, of North Bend.  Cremation was at Ocean View 

Crematorium. 

 She was born Nov. 25, 1928, in Pleasant Hill, Ark., to George and Zettie (Berry) Young.  She died May 25, 

2000, in North Bend. 

 She was a resident of the community for more than 25 years.  In September of 1948, she married Harold Pryer.  

Irene was a member of the Rebekahs, Eureka, Calif., chapter; the PTA in Arcata, Calif., and the hospital auxiliary. 

 She is survived by her husband, Harold J. Pryer of North Bend; daughter, Karen Fleming of Eugene; son, Dean 

Pryer of Tillmook; daughters, Barbara Williamson and Donna Schaeffer both of Eugene; brothers, James Young of 

Modesto, Calif., Haskell Young of Arcata, Calif., and Paul Young of Delhi, Calif.; sisters, Louise Bratton of Scio, Ruby 

Scott and Loree Madden both of Modesto; eight grandsons; one granddaughter; and many many friends. 

 The family suggests memorial contributions to South Coast Hospice, 1620 Thompson Road, Coos Bay, Ore. 

97420. 

 Arrangements are under the direction of North Bend Chapel, 756-0440. 

 

Obituary of Marvin L. Pryer, “Springfield News-Leader,” 4 May 2002 

Marvin L. Pryer 

 Ozark - Marvin L. Pryer, age 82 of Ozark, was born February 25, 1920 in Spokane, Mo. He was the sixth of 

eight children born to Roy L and Myrtle O. Pryer. He passed away on Thursday, May 2, 2002 in his home south of 

Ozark. 

 He was preceded in death by his parents; five brothers, Clyde, Earl, Chester, Ora and Fritz Pryer; and his sister, 

Mildred Davis. 

 He is survived by his wife, Allene Pryer of the home; a daughter, Margie and son-in-law, Tom Beadles of 

Ozark; the “light of his life” granddaughter, Lauren Beadles of Ozark; one brother, Harold Pryer of North Bend, Ore.; 

many nieces and nephews; and many special friends. 

 Marvin graduated from Spokane High School and was a decorated World War II Army veteran, having served 

four years in the South Pacific. He married Allene McCoy in August of 1945 in Reno, Nev. They resided in northern 

California where Marvin worked in the lumber industry. They returned to Missouri in 1950 and established their home 

south of Ozark. Marvin joined Prospect Baptist Church in 1958. 

 Marvin was a carpenter and a farmer. He took great pride in his craftmanship and was proud to have the “fattest, 

sleekest cattle” in the area. 

 Marvin loved the outdoors and was an avid hunter and fisherman. He raised and sold beagles known for their 

hunting ability.  In later years he enjoyed working in his garden and yard, feeding and watching, the squirrels and birds 

especially his martins and bluebirds. Marvin was a prankster, known for his great sense of humor. He will be 

remembered as a caring, giving gentle man. He will be missed. 

 Funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 5, 2002 Adams Funeral Home, Ozark. Burial will follow in 

Selmore Cemetery. 



 Visitation will be from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Saturday in the funeral home. 

 Memorial contributions may be made to the American Cancer Society or the American Heart Association. 

 

Obituary of Erma (Bilyeu) Steele, “Springfield News-Leader,” – 27 July 2003 

Erma Steele 

 Erma (Farthing) Steele, age 90, passed away Saturday, July 26, 2003 in The Baptist Home, Ozark. 

 Erma is survived by her son, Rex Farthing and his wife, Nadine; a daughter, Marilyn Stewart and her husband, 

Ed; four grandchildren, Kevin Farthing, Karen Carmichael, Lori Vinson and Greg Stewart; and six great-grandchildren. 

 Erma was a founding member of Fremont Hills Baptist Church. 

 A graveside funeral will be at 10 a.m. Tuesday, July 29, at McCracken Cemetery, east of Ozark.  Visitation will 

be from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Monday in Adams Funeral Home, Ozark. 

 

Obituary of Margie Allene (McCoy) Pryer – “Springfield News-Leader,” 3 February 2005 

Margie Allene Pryer 

     Margie Allene Pryer, age 78 of Ozark, was born August 19, 1926, in Ozark, Mo. to S. Leonard and Flora E. 

McCoy. She passed away on Tuesday evening, February 1, 2005, in her daughter?s home south of Ozark. 

     She was preceded in death by her husband, Marvin L. Pryer, in May of 2002, and her parents. Allene?s mother 

died February 2, 1931, when Allene was only four years old. She and her little brother were raised by their daddy, 

grandma, and Aunt Ima McCoy. 

     She is survived by her daughter Margie, and son-in-law Tom Beadles, Ozark; the “great ioy of her life”, 

granddaughter, Lauren Beadles, Springfield; her brother Roger McCoy and wife Mabel, Sparta; many nieces and 

nephews; and many special friends. 

     Allene graduated from Ozark High School in 1944 and remained very loyal to “the class of ‘44”. She married 

Marvin Pryer, a decorated World War Il Army veteran, August of 1945, in Reno, Nevada. They resided in northern 

California where Marvin worked in the lumber industry. They returned to Missouri in 1950 and established their home 

south of Ozark. 

     Allene joined Prospect Baptist Church in 1941 and continued to be a faithful member all her life. She taught 

Sunday School classes and Vacation Bible School classes for many years and actively participated in all facets of 

church life. She especially loved working with young children. Her “church family” was very precious to her. 

     Allene was a bookkeeper and salesclerk. She worked for Hanks Western Auto and Home Center in Ozark for over 

thirty years. She enjoyed serving the customers, and sharing her knowledge as well as many stories and jokes. She was 

well known for her wit and sense of humor and loved to make others smile and laugh. 

     Allene enjoyed working in her garden and yard. She loved beautiful flowers and raised “extra” garden produce to 

share with family and friends. She was an excellent cook but truly preferred to stay busy out of doors. She was the 

ultimate caregiver, taking care of her grandmother, an aunt, her mother-in-law and a brother-in-law in their final days. 

She was a loving daughter, faithful companion, and devoted mother and grandmother. She will be remembered as a fun 

loving, giving, and gentle yet strong woman-one who loved her chocolate and sweets! She will be greatly missed by 

those who knew her. 

     Funeral services will be at 2 p.m. Saturday, February 5, 2005, in Adams Funeral Home, Ozark.  Burial will follow 

in Selmore Cemetery.  Visitation will be from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Friday in the funeral home.  Memorial contributions are 

suggested to Prospect Baptist Church or Community Hospice of America. 

     “Good-Bye dear one for a little while; we’ll miss you so much in this worl, but we’ll meet you over there.” – taken 

from her mother’s obituary February 1931. 

 

“Springfield News-Leader” - 9 October 2005 



   Births: 

 Bradley Pryer and Lacey Jensen, Nixa, a boy b. 12:21 p.m. Sept. 29 at Cox South. 

 

Obituary of Harold John Pryer, The Eugene, Oregon “Register-Guard” – 23 January 2009 

Harold John Pryer 

     Harold John Pryer of Eugene died Jan. 18 of age-related causes. He was 84. Private family services were held. 

     He was born Feb. 15, 1924, in Spokane, Mo., to Roy and Myrtle Harden Pryer. He married Irene Young on Sept. 

5, 1948, in California. 

     Pryer was in the Marines in World War II in the Pacific Theater. He studied electrical engineering at the University 

of Missouri. He worked as an electrical engineer for Weyerhaeuser in Springfield in the 1960s and at Roseburg Lumber 

in Dillard from 1968 to 1974. He then worked at Roseburg Lumber in Coos Bay until his retirement in 1986. 

     Survivors include three daughters, Karen Fleming, Barbara Williamson and Donna Schaeffer, all of Eugene; a son, 

Dean of Rockaway Beach; nine grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

     Arrangements by Andreason’s Cremation & Burial Service in Springfield. Remembrances to Hospice of Sacred 

Heart. 

 

Obituary of Harold John Pryer from an Oregon Newspaper – January 2009 

Harold John Pryer 

Feb. 15, 1924 - Jan. 18, 2009 

     A private family memorial service was held for Harold John Pryer, 84, of North Bend. 

     Harold was born Feb. 15, 1924, in Spokane, Mo., the youngest of eight children of Roy L. and Myrtle Pryer.  He 

died Jan. 18, 2009, in Eugene at his daughter’s home.  He was surrounded by the love of his children and 

grandchildren. 

     He graduated from Spokane High School in 1941.  He joined the U.S. Marine Corps in 1942 and was honorably 

discharged in 1945.  He was a decorated Marine Corps World War II veteran and was one of two men out of 2,000 

chosen to go to officer school.  He attended the University of Missouri on the GI Bill. 

     He moved in 1948 to California, where he met and married Irene Young.  He retired from Roseburg Lumber as an 

electrical engineer in 1986.  After retiring, he and Irene bought a trailer and traveled extensively throughout the United 

States.  Harold and Irene were married for 51 years. 

     Harold enjoyed gardening, watching sports, country music and visiting with his neighbors.  He also attended 

many of his grandchildren’s activities. 

     Harold is survived by his four children, Karen Fleming of Eugene, Dean Pryer of Rockaway Beach, Barbara 

Williamson and Donna Schaeffer both of Eugene; eight grandsons, Erik, Nick, Andrew, Matt, David, Ben, Joshua and 

Caleb; one granddaughter, Emily; and two great-grandchildren, Kyleigh and Jaxson. 

     He was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Irene in 2000. 

     The family suggests memorial contributions to Sacred Heart Hospice, 1121 Fairfield, Eugene, OR 97402. 

 

50th Wedding Anniversary of Novella Pryer and John Whittington 

Novella and John Whittington 

   50th Wedding Anniversary 

John and Novella Whittington of Springfield will celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary on May 24, 2009.  

They have two sons, Mark of St. Petersburg, Florida and Jeffrey of Ozark, Missouri.  They will celebrate their 

anniversary at the Barceló Resort on the Riviera Maya near Cancun, Mexico.  In lieu of a celebration reception, cards 

and/or congratulatory notes may be sent to: John and Novella Whittington, 1263 Yarberry Court, Springfield, Missouri 

65802.  John David Whittington and Novella Mae Pryer were married on May 24, 1959 in Ozark, Missouri. 



 

Funeral Notice of Marva June (Galloway) James 

MARVA JUNE JAMES 

 Feb 21, 1946 -Feb 9, 2011 

 Services Under the Direction of Hicks Mortuary 

 8837 East Palmdale Blvd. 

 Palmdale, Ca. 93551 

 Phone: (661) 944-4595 

 —————————— 

 Home Phone: (661) 285-6466 

 Home Address: 1030 East Ave. S, Space #66 

 Palmdale Ca., 93550 

 ————————————————— 

 Viewing: Thurs 02/17/11 , 2-7 Pm at Hope Ministries 

 37623 100th St East 

 Littlerock Ca. 

 Internment Service: Fri 02/18/11 at 

 Desert Lawn Memorial Park 

 2200 East Ave S 

 Palmdale CA 

 

Obituary of Marva June (Galloway) James, “Desert Lawn Memorial Park” – February 2011 

Marva June James 

     Marva June (Galloway) James passed away on Wednesday, February 9, 2011, at 4:10 a.m. at her home in 

Palmdale, California after a short battle with pancreatic cancer. 

     June was born February 21, 1946 in the home of her Grandma Pryer in Spokane, Missouri.  She was the youngest 

of two children born to James Leonard and Mildred Marie (Pryer) Galloway.  In 1948, June’s family moved to 

Waterloo, Iowa where they lived some ten years before moving to Los Angeles County where she lived the rest of her 

life. 

     She worked at High Desert Hospital in Admitting and Medical Records where she retired after fourteen years.  

She also enjoyed several years with the mentally challenged at both Desert Haven, and Palmdale School District.  June 

loved her computer games, especially Hidden objects, Hearts and solitaire.  She also liked bowling, crocheting, golf 

and RV’s. 

     June was married on December 16, 1978 in Las Vegas to the love of her life, Alonzo James. 

June was preceded in death by her parents James and Mildred; her stepfather Grant Davis; her sister Margaret Kijula; 

twin half-brothers Mark and Clark Davis; one son Alexander D’Anelli; one grandson Alexander Galloway. 

     Surviving June are her husband Alonzo of Palmdale; a son, Robert Galloway of Palmdale; a granddaughter, 

Roneshia Galloway; a niece, Tracy McGinley and her husband, Paul and their two children, Kyle and Kyla; two 

nephews, Stephen Kijula and Raymond Davis.  Two step-daughters, Tamsin Denning, five children and husband 

Marshall; Benecia Stephens, three children and husband Jessie; many cousins and friends, of whom her very closest 

was Ms. Alice Vigil. 

 

 

 

Obituary of Tammy Renee (Pryer) Miller, “Adams Funeral Home” – August 2012 



Tammy Renee Miller 

     Tammy Renee Miller, age 48, of Ozark, passed away Sunday, August 12, 2012. She was born March 20, 1964, the 

daughter of Wilber and Geraldine (Smith) Pryer. She graduated as Salutatorian from Spokane High School. 

Tammy fought cancer with courage as she fought for the all the important things in her life. 

She was a member of First Baptist Church Ozark, and had also attended North Point Church and Ridgecrest Baptist 

Church. Tammy was a loving mother, grandmother, and daughter, and will be missed by each family member. 

Survivors include: Two children, Weston Miller and wife Aida, and Samantha Miller, all of Ozark; a grandson , 

Maksim Blaze Miller; her mother, Gerry Pryer, Nixa; three brothers, Tim Pryer, Mississippi, Terry Pryer, Nixa, and 

Tony Pryer and wife Stacy, Florida. Her father preceded her in death in 1990. 

Visitation will be Tuesday, August 14, 2012, from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. at Adams Funeral Home, Nixa.  

Funeral Service will be Wednesday, August 15, 2012, at 2:00 P.M. At Adams Funeral Home, Nixa. 

 

Obituary for Lois Ann (Plank) Pryer, “Tulsa World” – 30 January 2013 

Ann Pryer 

    Ann (Plank) Pryer, 77, of Tulsa and Westville, passed away Sunday January 27th, surrounded by her husband and 

children. 

     Ann was born August 10, 1935, in Springfield, MO to Fred and Marie (Vaughan) Plank. In 1953 she graduated 

from Ozark High School where she was a cheerleader, a gift she continuously used to encourage those she came in 

contact with.  

     Ann and her high-school sweetheart, W.E. Pryer, married on July 12,1953 and later moved to Tulsa in 1955. 

W.E. and Ann founded Pryer Machine and Tool Co., Inc. in 1965. 

Her expertise in business, combined with her common sense and experience made Ann a much sought after advisor. 

She served on the board of Cross Training Sports Camps International  

of Oakwood, Georgia. Ann served several terms as a board director for the Baptist Foundation of Oklahoma and is a 

member emeritus. She was involved with the Ministry Through  

Education, funding seminaries in Africa and Peru. 

     Known as "Angel Ann" at Tulsa Hope Pregnancy Center, she served for many years as both a volunteer and 

advisor. She was a faithful advocate for the Oklahoma Baptist Homes for Children, generously giving of her time and 

talents as well as her prayer and financial support. 

     Ann had a deep abiding love for Christ, which was evident in every conversation she had. She instilled in her 

children, grandchildren and countless others, the power of prayer and  

promises of Jesus Christ. 

     W.E. and Ann have enjoyed spending much of their time in recent years at their ranch near Westville, OK where 

they are active members of Christie Southern Baptist Church and Ann taught the ladies' Sunday school class. 

     In the years preceding, they were active members of Eastwood Baptist Church and Sheridan Road Baptist Church, 

both in Tulsa. 

     Ann is survived by her husband of 59 1/2 years, W.E. Pryer, her four children: Carman Cole (husband, Randy), 

Cayla Brumble (husband, Marc), Scott Pryer (wife, Kay LaValley), all of Tulsa, and Angela Moore (husband, Jim) of 

Little Rock, AR; 7 grandchildren, 9 great-grandchildren with 2 more on the way; and one brother, Gary Plank (wife, 

Marion) of Tulsa. 

     Funeral services will be at Eastwood Baptist Church in Tulsa, Friday February 1st at 11:00 am Officiated by 

Pastors Bill Mathews and Chip Reynolds. 

     Visitation is Thursday January 31st, 6:00pm-8:00pm at Floral Haven. 

Share your memories of Ann at www.floralhaven.com. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in her honor to the 

Oklahoma Baptist Homes for Children. www.obhc.org 



 

Death Notice of Karen Sue (Pryer) Fleming (March 2018) 

Karen Fleming, 68, of Eugene, died March 24. Arrangements by Musgrove Family Mortuary in Eugene. 
 

Obituary of Karen(Pryer) Fleming (March 2018)  

Karen Fleming 

     Karen’s greatest joy in life was her personal relationship with Jesus.  On March 24, 2018, at the 

age of 68, she left us while in the arms of her loving Savior. 

     Karen was born in Eureka, CA on Dec. 2, 1949 to Harold and Irene Pryer.  She graduated from 

Springfield H.S. in 1968.  She attended NCU in Eugene and graduated from Hardbargers Business 

College in N. Carolina.  Karen Married Frank Fleming in 1970.  Over the years, she enjoyed being 

involved in her Seventh Day Adventist Church and teaching children at the Veneta Countryside SDA 

School. 

     Karen enjoyed reading her Bible, writing poetry and watching movies.  A visit with Karen was 

always uplifting and full of laughter and love.  She was an excellent listener and a prayer warrior to 

all who needed one.  She loved embellishing on any story she told.  To her sisters, she was a worthy 

partner in crime and together they shard many adventures and misadventures.  Karen’s relationships 

with family and friends were deep and meaningful and she will be dearly missed by all who knew 

her. 

     Karen is survived by her son, Erik Fleming (Debbie) of Arizona.  Her brother Dean Pryer, 

sisters Barb Williamson (Bruce) and Donna Schaeffer (Mark), all of Eugene.  Her grandchildren 

Cody, Melisa, Zak and many nieces and nephews.  Also, her dear and close friends Mary Duncan 

and Gerri Calton.  She loved them all from the bottom of her heart.  Karen was preceded in death 

by her sweet and loving husband, Frank, and her parents. 

     We will be forever grateful to her many friends at Valley West who provided her with a home 

filled with loving care. 

     A private gathering will be held at Valley West Health Care on April 5th.  In lieu of flowers,  

donations may be made to The Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund. 

     “We will see you again, Jesus has promised.” 

 

Email from:   Margie Beadles mbeadles@aol.com – Mon, Mar 26, 2018 1:42 pm 

Death in Family 

Sorry to tell you that our cousin Karen passed away in Eugene, Oregon on Saturday morning around 2 a.m. 

She had been ill for many years and died from complications from diabetes. She suffered from kidney failure 

and heart disease. She was in assisted living for years. She will be cremated; Barb and Donna were going to 

see about arrangements today. I talked with Barb this morning, and Karen’s son will be coming from 

Arizona next week. – Margie 


